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By way of email:
Official Information Act Request

Dear
I refer to your request received on 7 May 2020 for the following information:
"...a copy of the file relating to Solvent services ltd /sustainable solvents / Brian smith /Baldwin and
company. This relates to the solvent dumping at Northland and the clean up costs for the last 15
months."
Thank you for your email of 19 May 2020 clarifiying this request. We now understand that your
request is for the following information:
1. "Compliance orders for the last two years
2.

Cost reviews to clean up site

3.

Expectations of cost recoveries."

For clarity, I note that the site is a property at 77 Allis Bloy Place, Ruakaka, Marsden Point.
Your request has been treated as a request for information under the Official Information Act 1982
(OIA).
1. Compliance orders for the last two years
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has never issued any compliance orders in respect of
the site. However, the Environment Court recently issued enforcement orders under the Resource
Management Act 1991 in respect of the site'. I have attached this decision, issued 11 May 2020 (and
a subsequent decision fixing some minor typographical errors) for your information. This decision and
its annexures details the history of the site, including various compliance steps undertaken at the site.
2.

Cost reviews to clean up the site

A cost review prepared by Golder Associates (NZ) Limited for site clean up can be found in the 11
May 2020 enforcement orders. See annex "A" of the 2020 enforcement order.
The EPA has been advised of more recent cost estimates for cleaning up the site. As you will be able
to see from the Enforcement Order, there is an ongoing tender process being run by the Whangarei
District Council for the site clean up. I consider that releasing costs estimates could result in
commercial disadvantage for a party that provided this information. Therefore I am withholding such
information under section 9(2)(b)(ii) of the Official Information Act 1982 because making the
information available would be likely unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person

1 [2020]

NZEnvC 056

who supplied the information. As required by section 9(1) of the CIA, I have considered the public
interest in this information, and have concluded that the public interest does not outweigh the reasons
for withholding it.
3.

Expectations of cost recoveries

The Environment Court in the 11 May 2020 enforcement orders decision discusses the issue of cost
recovery, and the expectations for that process.
I trust a review of the Environment Court decision, and its various annexures, is of assistance in
answering your questions.
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this decision by the Ombudsman. You can
contact the Ombudsman on 0800 802 602, or by email at info@)ombudsman. parliament. nz.
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via ministerials(c epa.govt.nz.

Yours sincerely

Dr Allan Freeth
Chief Executive
Environmental Protection Authority

