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Via:

Official Information Act Request

Dear
Thank you for your email received on 7 July 2020 for the following information:
“What was the agency's total greenhouse gas footprint in the most recent year in which records exist
(if such records exist)? Please provide a breakdown of those emissions if they are available.
Does the agency have a policy of requiring employees and/or contractors to offset work-related
emissions, eg domestic or international flights?
Does the agency have an emissions reduction plan, or emissions reduction targets, either in place or
in development? If so, please provide details of the plan and/or targets.”
Your request has been treated as a request for information under the Official Information Act 1982
(OIA).
Given our work as New Zealand’s environmental regulator is centred on environmental protection, we
feel strongly committed to making a positive difference to our environment, and to do our utmost as
an organisation to reduce our carbon footprint.
To give effect to this commitment we have signed up to an environmental certification programme
with Toitū Envirocare (previously Enviro-Mark Solutions) to measure, manage, and minimise our
environmental impacts. Much of the information that informs this response comes through our Toitū
Envirocare involvement. You can find out more about our involvement with Toitū Envirocare through
this link https://www.toitu.co.nz/our-members/members/environmental-protection-agency.
The response to your request follows:
1. What was the agency's total greenhouse gas footprint in the most recent year in which
records exist (if such records exist)?
The most recent year that records of our total greenhouse gas footprint exist is the 2018-2019
financial year. We measure this using the Global Warming Potential (GWP), which was
developed to allow comparisons of the global warming impacts of different gases. Specifically,
it is a measure of how much energy the emissions of 1 tonne of a gas will absorb over a given
period of time, relative to the emissions of 1 tonne of carbon dioxide (CO2).

We will publish your request and our response on our website, www.epa.govt.nz, within 10 working
days from today. We make OIA responses available so others can read more about the work we do
and the questions we are asked. Any information that might identify you will be removed to protect
your privacy.
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via ministerials@epa.govt.nz.

Yours sincerely

Philip Lim
General Manager
Finance and Systems

