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Via:

Official Information Act Request

Dear
I refer to your request received on 25 May 2020, for the following information:
“Has the NZ EPA taken any steps to ensure POE-tallowamine is not an ingredient in glyphosate or in
any other herbicides?”
Your request has been treated as a request for information under the Official Information Act 1982
(OIA).
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) has not taken any steps to ensure that Polyethoxylated
tallow amine (POEA) is not an ingredient in glyphosate or in any other herbicides. Based on the
balance of scientific evidence, the EPA considers that, provided users follow safety instructions on the
labels of products containing POEA, they can be used safely to ensure no harm comes to people or
the environment.
POEA is used as a surfactant in many glyphosate products in New Zealand and around the world. In
New Zealand, POEA is regulated by the EPA under the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms
Act 1996 (HSNO Act).
In August 2016 the EPA reviewed how many formulations contained POEA and in what
concentration. This review was prompted by the introduction of restrictions on the use POEA in
Canada (2015) and USA (2010). As part of the POEA review, the EPA considered the decisions of
overseas regulators. The Canadian Pesticides Risk Management Authority had set a maximum
concentration of 20% based on work done in the USA. The US EPA had said there was no health
concern for herbicides containing up to 25%. Based on this information, the EPA considers that
POEA does not present human health risks when present in herbicides at concentrations of up to
25%. Of the substances the EPA is aware of, POEA is present at concentrations less than 21%.
The review found that POEA was present in 17 approved substances and approximately 69
glyphosate trade name products in New Zealand. Additional substances may also include POEA if
they have been matched to an existing approval.
POEA as a component has the following classifications under the HSNO Act:


acute oral toxicity (6.1D (oral)),



skin irritant (6.3A),



eye corrosive (8.3A),



aquatic ecotoxicity (9.1D) and



vertebrate ecotoxicity (9.3C).

However, as POEA is only a component within a mixture, the classification of formulated product/s
containing POEA is likely to be different.
The EPA regulates all hazardous substances in New Zealand. All hazardous substances must have
an approval before they can be imported, manufactured, or sold and used in New Zealand. Approval
is only granted after the risks and benefits of the substance have been thoroughly assessed. If a
substance is approved, it must be used in accordance with the controls put on its use, in order to
protect people and the environment. The controls are contained in the labels on these products.
Once a hazardous substance is approved by the EPA, its approval can only be reviewed through a
formal process, called a ‘reassessment’. Anyone can apply for a reassessment, and you can find
more information about how to apply on our website at: https://www.epa.govt.nz/industryareas/hazardous-substances/chemical-reassessment-programme/. Examples of when there are
grounds to reassess a substance include where significant new information is received about the
effects of the substance or information becomes available that tells us that the substance is now
being used very differently to when it was first approved.
I acknowledge your concerns about the use of glyphosate in New Zealand. However, the EPA
actively monitors the status of glyphosate formulations (which may include POEA) both domestically
and internationally, and reviews the significance of any new information as it becomes available. To
re-iterate, the current weight of evidence demonstrates that glyphosate-based products (which may
include POEA) are not likely to cause harm provided users follow label instructions. Information about
the safety of glyphosate is available on the EPA website at the following link:
https://www.epa.govt.nz/everyday-environment/gardening-products/.
If you are concerned that the rules for a hazardous substance are not being followed, you should
contact WorkSafe New Zealand, the EPA, the Ministry for Primary Industries, or your local council.
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this decision by the Ombudsman. You can
contact the Ombudsman on 0800 802 602, or by email at info@ombudsman.parliament.nz.
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via ministerials@epa.govt.nz.

Yours sincerely

Dr Clark Ehlers
Acting General Manager
Hazardous Substances and New Organisms

