(ii) exhibits the characteristics of a persistent organic pollutant as set out in paragraph 1
of Annex D to Schedule 1AA of the Act.
There is also an obligation in the Group Standard for cosmetic products to not cause harm.
The responsibility to comply with the requirements of the Cosmetic Products Group Standard
sits with the importer and manufacturer. There are rules around the listing of ingredients in
the Group Standard and the Hazardous Substances (Labelling) Notice 2017. If the EPA is
made aware of any issues or instances of cosmetics containing banned substances,
including PFOS and PFOA, we would undertake an investigation and appropriate compliance
intervention if non-compliance with the rules was identified.
The EPA is working with the parties to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic
Pollutants to include other PFAS substances into the Stockholm Convention as peristant
organic pollutants. This means they would also become banned substances in New Zealand.
The EPA does not hold any information relating to levels of PFAS in any of the four brands of
cosmetic products you asked about.
I am therefore refusing this request under section 18(g), as the information is not held by the
EPA and the EPA has no grounds for believing that the information is either held by another
department or connected more closely with the functions of another department.
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.
You can contact the Ombudsman on 0800 802 602, or by email at:
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz
If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate to contact us via:
ministerials@epa.govt.nz
We may publish your request and our response on our website, www.epa.govt.nz. We make
OIA responses available so others can read more about the work we do and the questions
we are asked. Any information that might identify you will be removed to protect your privacy.
Yours sincerely

Dr Allan Freeth
Chief Executive
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