EPA Weekly Update – Hon Eugenie Sage, Associate Minister for the
Environment
For the week starting 29 October 2018
Update from the EPA
Kigali Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer
The targeted consultation on an exposure draft of the Ozone Layer Protection Amendment Regulations
2018 (Amendment Regulations) to implement the Kigali Amendment closed on 23 October 2018.
Subsequently, Minister Parker will meet with Minister Shaw and industry on 30 October to discuss the
ratification of the Kigali Amendment and the proposed phase-down of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).
The Ministry for the Environment intends to forward a Cabinet paper and the Amendment Regulations to
Minister Parker’s office in November for cross-party consultation, before submitting the Cabinet paper for
lodging with the Cabinet Legislation Committee in December.
Grounds to Reassess Synthetic Pyrethroids
The Hazardous Substances Decision-making Committee has approved grounds to reassess 11 synthetic
pyrethroids (insecticides) and over 300 associated approved substances. Nine of the 11 chemicals are on
the Priority Chemical List released on 15 October 2018. The other two chemicals are of the same chemical
family. They are used in a variety of settings, including in agriculture, bed bug and flea treatments, and in
household fly sprays and automatic dispensers. We intend to release the grounds for reassessment, a call
for information, and a cautionary note on 31 October. The release will be supported by a press release and
we will be available for further media.

Key Issues in the Media
Chemical Reassessments Programme
Over the last week, a number of media outlets have covered and commented on the announcement of the
chemical reassessments programme (media release issued by the EPA on 15 October).
The story was covered by the Wairarapa Times, Sciencemediacentre.co.nz and Organicnz.org.nz on 17
October, Hawkes Bay Today on 18 October, Dominion Post on 22 October and Waikato Times on 23
October.
It was noted by multiple outlets that the 40 chemicals being reassessed didn’t include controversial
chemicals Glyphosate, 1080, Neonicotinoids, and Methyl Bromide.
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Copies of all documents generated by the EPA and sent to the
office of the Minister for the Environment from 1 January 2013
onwards that contain text proposing a change of law with respect
to the HSNO reassessment provisions
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Copies of documents generated by the EPA and sent to the
Environment Ministry from 1 January 2015 onwards that contain
text concerning the HSNO reassessment process and/or its legal
provisions
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