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+64 4 916 2426

Dear

I am responding to your Official Information Act (OIA) request, received by the
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA), on 24 January 2019. In your email, you asked
the following:

A. Are you saying that the EPA has given no consideration at all to the risk of
aflatoxins, phytophera (a strain of which causes kauri dieback) or other
fungal spores and/or potential environmental health and/or biosecurity risks
being in the cereal that us used in prefeed and 1080 and other poison baits
which are disseminated over NZ forests, riverbeds and into rivers and other
watercourses?
B. If the EPA has any information and/or has undertaken any assessment of
this type of environmental health/biosecurity risk please could you provide
the relevant information.
C. Please could you also advise what steps the EPA will take to address this
risk now that it has been raised with you.
Your request has been treated as a request for information under the Official Information
Act 1982 (OIA).

Questions A, B
The EPA does not have a role in the manufacturing or quality of feedstock and
manufactured baits, and has therefore undertaken no assessments of the type that
you refer to. The Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) may be able to provide more
information relating to these matters. I am refusing these parts of your request
under section 18(e) of the OIA, as the document alleged to contain the information
requested does not exist.

Question C
As explained above, the EPA does not manage the manufacturing process or
quality of feedstock and manufactured baits, therefore we have taken no 'steps' to
address the risk to which you refer, and we have no document that relates to this.
We are refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the OIA, as the
document alleged to contain the information requested does not exist.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this decision by the
Ombudsman. You can contact the Ombudsman on 0800 802 602, or by email at
info@ombudsman. parliament.nz. If you have any further queries, please do not hesitate
to contact us via ministerials(cD,epa.govt.nz.

Yours sincerely

Dr Allan L Freeth
Chief Executive
Environmental Protection Authority

