Character Area C:
Rosedale Waste Water Treatment
Plant to Paul Matthews Drive

This area is largely defined by the
SH1 / SH18 (Upper Harbour Highway)
interchange, which wraps around
open parkland to the north-west,
separating it from established smallscale residential (south-west) and largefootprint commercial (east). It includes
the Constellation Bus Station. The area
is highly modified from its original form.
Despite the practical function of the
ponds within the Rosedale Wastewater
Treatment Plant, the open space
area around them is perceived as a
more 'natural' environment and is a
habitat for waterfowl. The open space
moderates the change in character
from this to the commercial uses along
Paul Matthews Drive.
The residential area of Unsworth
Heights is elevated above SH18 and
consequently the subdivision pattern,
and the housing types, contribute
strongly to the area character.
The street layout is curvilinear – main
local streets following the natural
contours – with multiple short cul de
sacs. Houses are typically detached and
single storey.
Where SH1 crosses over SH18 the travel
experience is visually expansive, with
both longer and wider locating views to
the landscape.
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Character Area D:
Paul Matthews Drive to Albany
Highway

In this character area the terrain is
relatively even, rising gently to the
west towards Albany Highway from
Alexandra Stream. The road corridor is
set down in the landscape, which gives
a strong sense of containment.
The corridor is edged by commercial
office uses to the north, which
although ‘big box’ in form are relatively
recent (compared to Character Area B)
and offer some public domain amenity
in the form of street trees and well
defined footpaths.
There is an Accident and Emergency
clinic off Unsworth Drive, and
residential uses to the south. As for
Character Area C, these are typically
single detached dwellings on curving
streets, although the street pattern
(partly due to the topography) has more
long than short cul de sacs.
A key feature of this area, crossing the
alignment, is the Alexandra Stream and
associated bush corridor, which includes
a large pocket of bush at the western
end, predominantly Manuka and tree
ferns, interspersed with some exotic
species.
Along the bush / open space corridor
is a well used cycle path and walkway.
The path traverses the Upper Harbour
Highway by way of a (recently
upgraded) corrugated iron-clad
underpass.
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3.3.

Neighbourhoods and community

There are many neighbours to the Project. Immediately adjacent to the corridor are commercial, existing residential
(Unsworth Heights) and new mixed use residential (north of Greville Road) areas, 7.3 Ha of recreation reserve, and the
North Harbour Hockey complex between the Watercare ponds and SH18. There is a Medical Centre located on the
corner of Unsworth Drive and SH18, four childcare sites within 200m of the Project area and 10 schools in the wider
area.
Engagement with potentially affected parties and key stakeholders has been ongoing since 2014. This engagement
was critical to the development of the Project and was a critical part of the alignment refining and preliminary design
decisions ahead of lodgement.
Stakeholder and community engagement has continued and a proactive stakeholder and community consultation
period was undertaken from early May to late July 2016. The timing of this consultation was planned in order to
inform the social/environmental assessments and preliminary design work being finalised throughout August – October
ahead of lodgement.
The NZ Transport Agency sought feedback on the Project as a whole, and in particular:
 Urban design;
 Walking and cycling facilities; and
 Local road improvements.
This consultation has helped the Project team in understanding stakeholder and community issues and needs which
has informed the development of the Project design with:
 The Project Reference Group, a stakeholder group including, Auckland Transport, Auckland Council, Local
Boards, Watercare and Iwi;
 A group of 85 key stakeholders including North Harbour Hockey, Transpower, Vector, Cycle Action Auckland,
Walk Auckland, Massey University and QBE Stadium;
 130 interests in 52 properties; and
 Neighbours and the wider community (with a focus on Unsworth Heights).
The outcomes of the engagement process fed into the identification of options, the options assessment and the
refinement of the preliminary design.

3.3.1. Iwi engagement
Cultural Values Assessments have been commissioned. Initial engagement with Mana Whenua involves an Iwi
Integration Group and there have been two site visits and numerous hui.

Unsworth Heights Community
Page 14 | Northern Corridor Improvements Project | Urban Design and Landscape Framework

3.3.2. Cultural matters
Within the Project footprint there are no identified or scheduled heritage or archeological sites, nor any identified sites
of cultural significance to Iwi. However, there are waterways and ecological areas important to Iwi – particularly the
culturally significant Oteha Valley, Rosedale Creek, and Lucas Creek – that are part of the wider context and that Iwi
seek to protect and enhance.
Iwi identified earthworks, stormwater treatment, vegetation removal, impacts on biodiversity, ecological enhancement
and the design of structures as opportunities for ongoing discussion and input. Iwi provided feedback on minimising
impacts on the environment and identifying ways to enhance biodiversity, the built environment, pedestrian and cycle
connectivity and public transport initiatives. The importance of cultural responsiveness to Iwi is recognised through
incorporation of Te Aranga design principles into the UDLF, which include a forward process to acknowledge cultural
kaitiakitanga and Mana Whenua values.

3.3.3. Key themes
The Stakeholder and Community Engagement Report summarises the key themes that emerged from the
engagement alongside a description of how these have influenced the Project. The context for these themes is overall
acknowledgement that improvements to the SH1/SH18 section of the motorway network are necessary to relieve
current congestion issues and provide for future growth and demand.
Early in the Project there was extensive consultation. During this consultation key urban design and landscape themes
identified were:
 Connectivity: Local connections and cycleways;
 Planting and greenery is what makes the area special; and
 Wherever possible incorporate planting to reduce the impact of walls and structures.

3.3.4. Land use issues
Concern was expressed by the two local boards within the Project area about impacts on recreational facilities that are
community assets: the hockey complex and the proposed sports fields at Rosedale Park.
Landowners and business owners focused on potential threats to business, particularly from loss of passing trade (both
from an access and a visibility standpoint), loss of land and severance both within and between business areas.
These identified issues fed into options for realigning Paul Matthews Drive, as did Watercare’s requirements to allow
for future expansion of their operations and to minimise intrusion into the odour buffer designation.

3.4.

Land use, built form and infrastructure relationships

The built form through the Project area and surrounding area reflects the contrasting land uses.
Commercial development straddles SH1 at Rosedale Road, wrapping around the eastern side of
the Watercare ponds and edging Constellation Drive.
Residential uses are established on the south side of SH18 and west of SH1 (Unsworth Heights),
and are beginning to characterise the corridor north of Greville Road, east of SH1 (Pinehill). The
Albany Centre forms a rough triangle between the Albany Expressway, Oteha Valley Road and
SH1.
These three main land uses have different street and block structures, and different building
typologies. Albany Centre has a highly formalised street network with a ring road encircling
Albany Lake Reserve, the large Westfield Mall (with its extensive hardstand parking) and a
PaknSave. The North Harbour Stadium occupies the north east corner.
The commercial areas have very large blocks, ‘big box’ buildings set back from the street, with
parking in front and around them, and many with low planting (no fences) to the street.
The residential areas feature curvilinear streets, cul de sacs, street trees and mature planting in
the front gardens of generally single storey, detached homes. There remain unbuilt-on areas
that break up the more intense development around them; these areas respond in part to the
topography and watercourses.
The existing relationship of both SH18 and SH1 to the surrounding land uses is generally
dislocated: the motorways both edge and sever the adjoining built environment, and buildings
generally turn their backs to the corridor.

Major SH1 and SH18 highway user exit points are:
Heading west on SH18:
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Unsworth Drive (residential area)
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Caribbean Drive (residential area)
 Exit to Albany Highway
 Exit to Paul Mathews Road
Heading east on SH18:
 Exit to Paul Matthews Road (commercial area and North Harbour Hockey Stadium)
 Exit to SH1 (north and south)
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Caribbean Drive
Heading north on SH1:
 Exit to SH18
 Exit to Constellation Drive
 Exit to Albany Expressway (Albany centre and Massey University; also to Tawa Drive and
thence Rosedale Road commercial area)
 Exit to Greville Road (local neighbourhoods and towards Browns Bay)
Heading south on SH1:
 Exit to Albany Expressway (Albany centre and Massey University)
 Exit to Greville Road (local neighbourhoods and towards Browns Bay)
 Exit to Constellation Drive (commercial, and Constellation Bus Station) and from there
to SH18
Major SH1 and SH18 highway entrance points are:
SH18:
 Paul Matthews Drive (east and west)
 Caribbean Drive (east and west)
SH1:
 McClymonts Road (south) – also a key connection across SH1 to Elliot Rose Avenue and
the Albany Bus Station
 Constellation Drive (north and south) – including from Horne Place and Parkway Drive
 Tawa Drive at Albany Expressway interchange (either to SH1, expressway to Albany
Centre, or Greville Road)
 Greville Road (north and south)

Typical Land Use and Built Form
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Land Use Patterns, Highway and Local Road Network and Major Waterways
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3.5.

Connections and access
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For the SH18 corridor, between Albany Highway and Constellation Drive, there is an inherent conflict between ‘through-traffic’
and ‘local access’ traffic. There are three sets of traffic signals that restrict strategic traffic flow travelling between SH18 and
SH1, two of which provide local access. SH18 also separates the North Harbour Industrial Area from the residential catchment
to the south and further east. Subsequently the corridor is used for local trips as well as interregional and cross regional trips.
The SH1 and SH18 corridors both present significant barriers to walking and cycling accessibility, with a general lack of
provision across these routes. Provision for walking and cycling along the corridor is also poor, with limited accessibility from
the bus stations to business and residential areas and to recreation facilities.
The Upper Harbour Highway and Greville Road interchanges both form part of the existing or proposed Regional Cycle
Network. There are currently no dedicated facilities through the Upper Harbour Highway interchange, resulting in a dangerous
environment, discouraging active modes. While improvements at the Greville Road interchange have been incorporated as part
of the Upper Harbour to Greville widening, facilities through the Upper Harbour Highway interchange are limited.
Along SH18, there is a footpath on the southern side between Constellation Interchange and Caribbean Drive, but no facilities
further west. There is therefore no walking/cycling connection between the Constellation Bus Station and the North Harbour
Hockey stadium and employment area of the North Harbour Business Park (via Paul Matthews Road).
In terms of cycle facilities, it is also noted that:
 There are no separated cycle lanes along any of the network;
 Rosedale Road has continuous on-road cycle lanes of varying quality along its length, as does East Coast Road
(between Rosedale Road and Constellation Drive);
 A new shared path facility has been implemented along Albany Expressway and Greville Road, as part of the Upper
Harbour Highway to Greville Road Northbound 3-laning Project by the NZ Transport Agency. The shared path begins
at the Albany Expressway / Mercari Way intersection and continues to the East Coast Road / Greville Road intersection.
However, as this is a main connection to the East Coast Bays, improved facilities are desirable;
0.5 km

 Construction is currently on-going to upgrade Albany Highway, north of SH18. This upgrade includes walking and
cycling facilities;
 There is an existing shared path facility from Rosedale Road to Goldfinch Rise in Unsworth Heights;
Data Sources: Bing Aerials (2014), Boffa Miskell

1:16,000 @ A3

 There is a well-defined set of routes within Albany Centre, however the connectivity to these routes is lacking; and
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 Along Constellation Drive, between East Coast Road and Home Place there is a peak hour bus lane in either direction.
These are also present on Elliot Rose Avenue (within Albany Bus Station), between Cornerstone Drive and Munroe
Lane. Cyclists are permitted to use these bus lanes, but there is collision potential with either buses or parked
vehicles, particularly along Constellation Drive which is classed as a connector route in the Auckland Cycle Network.

MyClymonts Bridge, Rosedale Road and Rook Reserve Pedestrian Crossings
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