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PROJECT CONTEXT

This section outlines the policies and principles that underpin the urban and landscape design process that were key considerations
for the Project design principles.

3.1.

History and heritage

MAORI HERITAGE:
The North Shore Heritage Thematic Review Report notes that the Maori name for the Project area is believed to be Kaipatiki,
meaning ‘to eat flounder, or the feeding ground of the flounder’. A small pa is recorded on the north bank of Lucas Creek and it
is likely that the creek was a source of eel, trout, crayfish and flounder. In early days the main method of travel for Māori was by
Waka and this was mimicked when the Europeans started settling in the area in the late 1890’s and the early 1900’s. There are
many recorded wharf sites up and along Lucas Creek. Waka would traverse Awa (the waterway) and then once it got too shallow
they would walk along the watercourse and then head to higher land to look for landmarks and survey the surrounding areas.
Although there is not much history written about this particular area, for Maori there are many stories of traditional Ara
(pathways) that linked Te Waitemata with the Manukau and Kaipara Harbours, and the Waitakere Ranges. There is evidence of a
trail from Te Oneroa o Kahu (Long Bay beach), over the cliffs to Okura. The trails from Long Bay connected with the Oteha Valley
and continuous ridgeways such as the one along Lonely Track Road, and with the Okura River and Lucas Creek.
These Ara were important routes between the Hauraki Gulf, the Waitakere Ranges, the shores of the Manukau Harbour, and
the eastern side of the Kaipara, and were used for seasonal fishing excursions and communication links and by Mana Whenua
exercising their ahi kaa (occupation rights) over the lands and waters.
These tracks and seasonal dwellings and the stories associated with them are a key part of the tribal identity of all tribes of
Auckland.

Auckland Harbour Bridge Construction (NZTA Image)

EUROPEAN HERITAGE:
With the completion of the Auckland Harbour Bridge in 1959 and new roads came subdivision, and with subdivision came rapid
transformation of the landscape for residential and commercial development. Farming and fruit growing were increasingly edged
out. Today there are few remaining pockets of unbuilt-upon land, generally in valleys (following watercourses) or on ridges.
The construction of the Habour Bridge was the key event that opened up the North Shore to urban expansion and development
and set in train the changes from a rural to a mostly urbanised environment. Since then, there is a history of road improvements
in response to growing population and increasing traffic:
 1959 Auckland Harbour Bridge opens
 1984 new expressway opened at the end of the Northern Motorway
 1984 Auckland Harbour Bridge toll removed
 1994 expressway to Greville Road upgraded to motorway with a new interchange at Constellation Drive linking to
Waitakere City via the Upper Harbour Highway
 1999 first 13km section of Albany to Puhui Realignment (ALPURT) between Greville Road in Albany and Silverdale in
Rodney
 2000 motorway now extends as far as Orewa, 31 kilometres from its origin at Wellington Street
 2008 Northern Busway opens
 2008 completion of Onewa Road interchange and Onepoto Bridge
 2009 completion of ALPURT – 7.5km Northern Gateway Toll Road

Len Foley and the Albany Bus, circa 1920 (Auckland Library Image)
Page 8 | Northern Corridor Improvements Project | Urban Design and Landscape Framework

3.2.

Environmental context

3.2.1.

Character areas

This area of the North Shore is experiencing enormous change. Not very long ago Albany was a small rural village, now it is rapidly being transformed into one of Auckland’s largest retail centres with the whole area
becoming highly urbanised. The Project area traverses areas that vary greatly in character and scale, including open parkland, light industrial, large commercial and single storey residential neighbourhoods. Key landscape
and urban features of the existing environment were assessed to identify character-giving elements to retain and enhance.
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Character Area A
SH1: Albany bus station to
Greville Road

Character Area B
SH1: Greville Road to Rosedale
Waste Water Treatment Plant

Character Area C
SH1/SH18 interchange to Paul
Mathews Drive

Character Area D
SH18: Paul Mathews Drive to
Albany Highway

Northern Corridor Improvements Project Landscape Character Areas (Not to Scale)
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Character Area A:
Albany Bus Station to Greville Road

This area is in transition, with new
development occurring as part of
the growth of greater Albany. The
development is broadly commercial to
the west and residential to the east.
The terrain rises gently to the north and
(beyond the corridor) to the north-west.
It includes the Albany Bus Station on the
western side of SH1.
The Albany metropolitan centre is
more visible on the western side when
travelling south to north on SH1.
Travelling south it is buffered from
SH1 by embankments and then by the
undulating topography. Over time the
commercial uses are likely to be more
dominant both on the skyline and closer
to the corridor as they ‘fill in’ the empty
blocks; however, there are currently
large areas of pen space and grassland
punctuated by residual pockets of bush.
To the east of SH1 is an existing
residential catchment which is also being
expanded between Spencer and Greville
Roads and will create a stronger sense
of enclosure to the corridor. The Spencer
Road ridgeline (with the water reservoir
at the high point, and surrounding
patches of scrub) is a key feature.
There are long views down the corridor
towards Sunset Road Bridge from
elevated areas, and wide vistas from
the Oteha Valley Road and McClymonts
Road bridges over SH1. The large,
structured Greville Road intersection
marks the transition between this and
the next character area.
Lucas Creek, Hotoon Reserve and Oteha
Valley Reserve are natural features
defining the northern end of the Project
area.
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Character Area B:
Greville Road to Rosedale Waste
Water Treatment Plant

The terrain through this area is relatively
flat and low-lying, dropping noticeably
to the large stormwater ponds that
mark its southern extent (and the
lowest point of the Project). A wide
grass embankment along northern
edge of ponds with very tall pines
(pinus radiata) provides a soft edge
buffering to the adjacent light industrial
uses for people travelling on SH1.
This character area is distinctive for its
hire yards, storage sheds and a range
of light industry typically contained in
‘big box’ or shed-type buildings with
hardstand car parking. On the west
side a mix of buildings and car parking
areas abuts the corridor. On the east,
the buildings are along the edge of the
corridor, in part separated from it by
large grassed embankments (that will
be lost to the Project) but still creating a
sense of containment.
The corridor is flanked by a large landfill
site east of and rising 35 metres above
the Greville Road intersection. The site
is grassed, interspersed with woodlots
comprising single species – planting
trials of different vegetation types.
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Character Area C:
Rosedale Waste Water Treatment
Plant to Paul Matthews Drive

This area is largely defined by the
SH1 / SH18 (Upper Harbour Highway)
interchange, which wraps around
open parkland to the north-west,
separating it from established smallscale residential (south-west) and largefootprint commercial (east). It includes
the Constellation Bus Station. The area
is highly modified from its original form.
Despite the practical function of the
ponds within the Rosedale Wastewater
Treatment Plant, the open space
area around them is perceived as a
more 'natural' environment and is a
habitat for waterfowl. The open space
moderates the change in character
from this to the commercial uses along
Paul Matthews Drive.
The residential area of Unsworth
Heights is elevated above SH18 and
consequently the subdivision pattern,
and the housing types, contribute
strongly to the area character.
The street layout is curvilinear – main
local streets following the natural
contours – with multiple short cul de
sacs. Houses are typically detached and
single storey.
Where SH1 crosses over SH18 the travel
experience is visually expansive, with
both longer and wider locating views to
the landscape.
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Character Area D:
Paul Matthews Drive to Albany
Highway

In this character area the terrain is
relatively even, rising gently to the
west towards Albany Highway from
Alexandra Stream. The road corridor is
set down in the landscape, which gives
a strong sense of containment.
The corridor is edged by commercial
office uses to the north, which
although ‘big box’ in form are relatively
recent (compared to Character Area B)
and offer some public domain amenity
in the form of street trees and well
defined footpaths.
There is an Accident and Emergency
clinic off Unsworth Drive, and
residential uses to the south. As for
Character Area C, these are typically
single detached dwellings on curving
streets, although the street pattern
(partly due to the topography) has more
long than short cul de sacs.
A key feature of this area, crossing the
alignment, is the Alexandra Stream and
associated bush corridor, which includes
a large pocket of bush at the western
end, predominantly Manuka and tree
ferns, interspersed with some exotic
species.
Along the bush / open space corridor
is a well used cycle path and walkway.
The path traverses the Upper Harbour
Highway by way of a (recently
upgraded) corrugated iron-clad
underpass.
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3.3.

Neighbourhoods and community

There are many neighbours to the Project. Immediately adjacent to the corridor are commercial, existing residential
(Unsworth Heights) and new mixed use residential (north of Greville Road) areas, 7.3 Ha of recreation reserve, and the
North Harbour Hockey complex between the Watercare ponds and SH18. There is a Medical Centre located on the
corner of Unsworth Drive and SH18, four childcare sites within 200m of the Project area and 10 schools in the wider
area.
Engagement with potentially affected parties and key stakeholders has been ongoing since 2014. This engagement
was critical to the development of the Project and was a critical part of the alignment refining and preliminary design
decisions ahead of lodgement.
Stakeholder and community engagement has continued and a proactive stakeholder and community consultation
period was undertaken from early May to late July 2016. The timing of this consultation was planned in order to
inform the social/environmental assessments and preliminary design work being finalised throughout August – October
ahead of lodgement.
The NZ Transport Agency sought feedback on the Project as a whole, and in particular:
 Urban design;
 Walking and cycling facilities; and
 Local road improvements.
This consultation has helped the Project team in understanding stakeholder and community issues and needs which
has informed the development of the Project design with:
 The Project Reference Group, a stakeholder group including, Auckland Transport, Auckland Council, Local
Boards, Watercare and Iwi;
 A group of 85 key stakeholders including North Harbour Hockey, Transpower, Vector, Cycle Action Auckland,
Walk Auckland, Massey University and QBE Stadium;
 130 interests in 52 properties; and
 Neighbours and the wider community (with a focus on Unsworth Heights).
The outcomes of the engagement process fed into the identification of options, the options assessment and the
refinement of the preliminary design.

3.3.1. Iwi engagement
Cultural Values Assessments have been commissioned. Initial engagement with Mana Whenua involves an Iwi
Integration Group and there have been two site visits and numerous hui.

Unsworth Heights Community
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3.3.2. Cultural matters
Within the Project footprint there are no identified or scheduled heritage or archeological sites, nor any identified sites
of cultural significance to Iwi. However, there are waterways and ecological areas important to Iwi – particularly the
culturally significant Oteha Valley, Rosedale Creek, and Lucas Creek – that are part of the wider context and that Iwi
seek to protect and enhance.
Iwi identified earthworks, stormwater treatment, vegetation removal, impacts on biodiversity, ecological enhancement
and the design of structures as opportunities for ongoing discussion and input. Iwi provided feedback on minimising
impacts on the environment and identifying ways to enhance biodiversity, the built environment, pedestrian and cycle
connectivity and public transport initiatives. The importance of cultural responsiveness to Iwi is recognised through
incorporation of Te Aranga design principles into the UDLF, which include a forward process to acknowledge cultural
kaitiakitanga and Mana Whenua values.

3.3.3. Key themes
The Stakeholder and Community Engagement Report summarises the key themes that emerged from the
engagement alongside a description of how these have influenced the Project. The context for these themes is overall
acknowledgement that improvements to the SH1/SH18 section of the motorway network are necessary to relieve
current congestion issues and provide for future growth and demand.
Early in the Project there was extensive consultation. During this consultation key urban design and landscape themes
identified were:
 Connectivity: Local connections and cycleways;
 Planting and greenery is what makes the area special; and
 Wherever possible incorporate planting to reduce the impact of walls and structures.

3.3.4. Land use issues
Concern was expressed by the two local boards within the Project area about impacts on recreational facilities that are
community assets: the hockey complex and the proposed sports fields at Rosedale Park.
Landowners and business owners focused on potential threats to business, particularly from loss of passing trade (both
from an access and a visibility standpoint), loss of land and severance both within and between business areas.
These identified issues fed into options for realigning Paul Matthews Drive, as did Watercare’s requirements to allow
for future expansion of their operations and to minimise intrusion into the odour buffer designation.

3.4.

Land use, built form and infrastructure relationships

The built form through the Project area and surrounding area reflects the contrasting land uses.
Commercial development straddles SH1 at Rosedale Road, wrapping around the eastern side of
the Watercare ponds and edging Constellation Drive.
Residential uses are established on the south side of SH18 and west of SH1 (Unsworth Heights),
and are beginning to characterise the corridor north of Greville Road, east of SH1 (Pinehill). The
Albany Centre forms a rough triangle between the Albany Expressway, Oteha Valley Road and
SH1.
These three main land uses have different street and block structures, and different building
typologies. Albany Centre has a highly formalised street network with a ring road encircling
Albany Lake Reserve, the large Westfield Mall (with its extensive hardstand parking) and a
PaknSave. The North Harbour Stadium occupies the north east corner.
The commercial areas have very large blocks, ‘big box’ buildings set back from the street, with
parking in front and around them, and many with low planting (no fences) to the street.
The residential areas feature curvilinear streets, cul de sacs, street trees and mature planting in
the front gardens of generally single storey, detached homes. There remain unbuilt-on areas
that break up the more intense development around them; these areas respond in part to the
topography and watercourses.
The existing relationship of both SH18 and SH1 to the surrounding land uses is generally
dislocated: the motorways both edge and sever the adjoining built environment, and buildings
generally turn their backs to the corridor.

Major SH1 and SH18 highway user exit points are:
Heading west on SH18:
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Unsworth Drive (residential area)
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Caribbean Drive (residential area)
 Exit to Albany Highway
 Exit to Paul Mathews Road
Heading east on SH18:
 Exit to Paul Matthews Road (commercial area and North Harbour Hockey Stadium)
 Exit to SH1 (north and south)
 Exit to Unsworth Heights at Caribbean Drive
Heading north on SH1:
 Exit to SH18
 Exit to Constellation Drive
 Exit to Albany Expressway (Albany centre and Massey University; also to Tawa Drive and
thence Rosedale Road commercial area)
 Exit to Greville Road (local neighbourhoods and towards Browns Bay)
Heading south on SH1:
 Exit to Albany Expressway (Albany centre and Massey University)
 Exit to Greville Road (local neighbourhoods and towards Browns Bay)
 Exit to Constellation Drive (commercial, and Constellation Bus Station) and from there
to SH18
Major SH1 and SH18 highway entrance points are:
SH18:
 Paul Matthews Drive (east and west)
 Caribbean Drive (east and west)
SH1:
 McClymonts Road (south) – also a key connection across SH1 to Elliot Rose Avenue and
the Albany Bus Station
 Constellation Drive (north and south) – including from Horne Place and Parkway Drive
 Tawa Drive at Albany Expressway interchange (either to SH1, expressway to Albany
Centre, or Greville Road)
 Greville Road (north and south)

Typical Land Use and Built Form
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Land Use Patterns, Highway and Local Road Network and Major Waterways
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3.5.

Connections and access
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For the SH18 corridor, between Albany Highway and Constellation Drive, there is an inherent conflict between ‘through-traffic’
and ‘local access’ traffic. There are three sets of traffic signals that restrict strategic traffic flow travelling between SH18 and
SH1, two of which provide local access. SH18 also separates the North Harbour Industrial Area from the residential catchment
to the south and further east. Subsequently the corridor is used for local trips as well as interregional and cross regional trips.
The SH1 and SH18 corridors both present significant barriers to walking and cycling accessibility, with a general lack of
provision across these routes. Provision for walking and cycling along the corridor is also poor, with limited accessibility from
the bus stations to business and residential areas and to recreation facilities.
The Upper Harbour Highway and Greville Road interchanges both form part of the existing or proposed Regional Cycle
Network. There are currently no dedicated facilities through the Upper Harbour Highway interchange, resulting in a dangerous
environment, discouraging active modes. While improvements at the Greville Road interchange have been incorporated as part
of the Upper Harbour to Greville widening, facilities through the Upper Harbour Highway interchange are limited.
Along SH18, there is a footpath on the southern side between Constellation Interchange and Caribbean Drive, but no facilities
further west. There is therefore no walking/cycling connection between the Constellation Bus Station and the North Harbour
Hockey stadium and employment area of the North Harbour Business Park (via Paul Matthews Road).
In terms of cycle facilities, it is also noted that:
 There are no separated cycle lanes along any of the network;
 Rosedale Road has continuous on-road cycle lanes of varying quality along its length, as does East Coast Road
(between Rosedale Road and Constellation Drive);
 A new shared path facility has been implemented along Albany Expressway and Greville Road, as part of the Upper
Harbour Highway to Greville Road Northbound 3-laning Project by the NZ Transport Agency. The shared path begins
at the Albany Expressway / Mercari Way intersection and continues to the East Coast Road / Greville Road intersection.
However, as this is a main connection to the East Coast Bays, improved facilities are desirable;
0.5 km

 Construction is currently on-going to upgrade Albany Highway, north of SH18. This upgrade includes walking and
cycling facilities;
 There is an existing shared path facility from Rosedale Road to Goldfinch Rise in Unsworth Heights;
Data Sources: Bing Aerials (2014), Boffa Miskell

1:16,000 @ A3

 There is a well-defined set of routes within Albany Centre, however the connectivity to these routes is lacking; and

°

0

0.25

 Along Constellation Drive, between East Coast Road and Home Place there is a peak hour bus lane in either direction.
These are also present on Elliot Rose Avenue (within Albany Bus Station), between Cornerstone Drive and Munroe
Lane. Cyclists are permitted to use these bus lanes, but there is collision potential with either buses or parked
vehicles, particularly along Constellation Drive which is classed as a connector route in the Auckland Cycle Network.

MyClymonts Bridge, Rosedale Road and Rook Reserve Pedestrian Crossings
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3.6.

Ecology

The Project area is relatively low in ecological value given its urban setting.
The presence of some general low-level value vegetation throughout the Project corridor provides potential for lizards to be present,
but likely at low levels because of the modified habitat.
The New Zealand dotterel, a threatened endemic shore bird with a conservation status of ‘nationally vulnerable’ has been spotted near
the Project area. It is noted that the dotterel is an opportunistic nester on freshly earthworked construction sites.
The Rosedale ponds provide habitat for a wide range of bird species. A relatively large population of birds is typically present, especially
when numbers of Canada goose are high.
Vegetation within the Project area contains a mixture of exotic and native species typical of residential areas and transport
environments. As the existing environment is characterised by an urban setting, ecological values are generally considered to be low.
Two areas within the vicinity of the Project are identified as Significant Ecological Areas (SEA) in the AUP.
A SEA occupies the steep south-facing scarp above Lucas Creek and part of this SEA extends along the western side of the northbound
on-ramp at Oteha Valley Road (SEA_T_8297).
There is a considerable amount of native vegetation surrounding SH1 in this area, including regenerating podocarp broadleaved forest.
In general the riparian vegetation along Lucas Creek is of good quality and the SEA vegetation further up the slope is weedier with a
significant component of exotic trees.
There is little vegetation of note on the southern side of Oteha Valley Road at either side of SH1, and that present is predominantly
located on the western side of the motorway comprising isolated strip planting shrubs and trees.

Rosedale Ponds

Between McClymonts Road and Rosedale Road, there is little vegetation of note with some vegetation located on the corner of
McClymonts Road and the southbound SH1 on-ramp. There is also standard motorway revegetation on both sides of the on-ramp.
The Greville Road Interchange area contains a mixed exotic and native vegetation with restoration planting surrounding the existing
stormwater pond. The eastern end of Tawa Reserve adjacent the Greville Road Interchange consists of young revegetation planting
with a number of weed species.
Vegetation within the extent of the Rosedale Landfill within the Project area consists of some vegetation including small eucalypts, with
Pohutukawa also present. The Gas Plant has privet and bamboo at the western end near SH1 and a stand of mature, mainly exotic
trees to the east opposite the refuse transfer station.
With respect to the Project area between Rosedale Road and Constellation Drive, there is minimal vegetation (grass and isolated
exotics) on the eastern side of SH1.
While the ponds at Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Plant are subject to two SEA's (being SEA_T_8364 and SEA_T_8365), the botanical
value of vegetation adjacent the Project within the Rosedale Waste Water Treatment Plant is low and consists of pines, open grassland,
and some sparsely planted native trees. The areas around the ponds provide habitat for a variety of birds.
A number of reserves straddle SH18 (Omega Reserve, Rook Reserve and Bluebird Reserve) and are typical of urban reserves that have
received native restoration planting.

Lucas Creek SEA, north of the Project area
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3.7.

Hydrology and stormwater

The Project lies within two stormwater catchments:
 Lucas Creek Stormwater Catchment – from Oteha Valley ridge and Spencer Road ridge; and
 Oteha Valley Stormwater Catchment – from Spencer Road ridge to Sunset Road ridge.

3.7.1. Oteha Valley Catchment
The Oteha Valley catchment is classified as Stormwater Management Area Flow 2 (SMAF 2) in the Auckland Unitary
Plan (Operative in Part, 15 November 2016). The majority of the works are within the 1300 hectare Oteha Valley
Catchment, to the north of the Sunset Road ridgeline. The Oteha Stream discharges into the Lucas Creek just
downstream of the Albany centre.
The main Oteha Stream, now piped in the upper tributaries, has its headwaters in the Constellation Drive industrial
development. The stream is piped via a tunnel under the Watercare Ponds and from the ponds to the outlet through
open drains and culverts into the natural stream.
The Alexandra Stream drains the Unsworth Heights area and flows through an open stream from Upper Harbour
Highway to its confluence with the Oteha Stream. There are reported reaches of the Alexandra Stream where erosion
is severe.
At the centre of the catchment are the Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Ponds which discharge via a tunnel under East
Coast Road to an outfall off the coastline from Mairangi Bay.
A cut-off drain was formed on the southern side of the ponds, and 5 stormwater detention ponds constructed to
provide for detention of stormwater generated from increasing development.
The current stormwater model for the Oteha Valley Catchment (Model Build and System Performance Report, Final
July 2013) indicates an area of flooding within the Greville Road interchange area, to the east of SH1 between
Rosedale Road and the Rosedale Landfill and within the Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Ponds where stormwater is
expected to overtop the diversion channels and discharge into the stormwater ponds in extreme storm events.

3.7.2. Lucas Creek Catchment
The Lucas Creek (stream) is 16.3 kilometres long with a contributing catchment of approximately 600 hectares. Its
catchment is subject to SMAF 1 and SMAF 2 classifications under the AUP.
The stream flows approximately northeast-southwest and discharges into the low energy Lucas Creek (estuary), along
with streams from eight other stormwater catchments.
Lucas Creek is generally used to refer to both the freshwater and marine (estuarine) sections of the creek.
Significant development has occurred since 1997 within this catchment including the large business area in the southwest quadrant, the northern motorway and high density residential development.
Increased rainfall runoff as a result of this development has caused the channel to erode and widen. While these
effects are evident in parts of Lucas Creek, the stream system still retains stretches of excellent native riparian cover.
The key issues for the Lucas Creek catchment are: stream bank erosion, flooding from overland flow and riparian
habitat degradation.
Iwi have indicated that they consider that careful storm water management is particularly important given Lucas Creek
discharges into the Waitemata Harbour.
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3.8.

Project constraints and opportunities

A range of constraints and opportunities identified by the Project team are summarised and mapped in the following
two diagrams, as they represent opportunities created by the Project.
The purpose of these diagrams is to illustrate, at a high level, what the key drivers were for selecting and then refining
the Project’s preferred option.
Mapping them also helped the urban and landscape designers develop the Project's urban and landscape principles,
and contribute to the preliminary design response for particular areas.

3.8.1. Key constraints identified are:
 Reserves and SEA at Alexandra Stream and Lucas Creek;
 Rosedale Landfill site;
 Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Plant and its future expansion;
 Land currently perceived as ‘vacant’ open space within the Project area;
 Watercare odour designation boundary;
 Rosedale Wastewater Treatment Plant ponds including surrounding grassland, including two SEAs because of
habitat provided for waterfowl;
 Flood prone area through the Greville Road interchange;
 Land on corner of SH1/SH18 interchange earmarked for future recreation;
 The North Harbour Hockey Centre and its planned expansion;
 Existing services: trunk sewer, 220kV Transpower lines and Vector lines;
 Existing overbridges;
 Rosedale Road overbridge – vertical clearance is minimal;
 Upper Harbour Highway Overbridge – width below is restricted, limiting ability to improve pedestrian/cycle
facilities;
 The Spencer ridgeline that (along with the Rosedale ponds) positively contributes to the local environment;
 Existing waterways within the Project area: Alexandra Stream and Oteha Stream; and
 Lucas Creek.

Key Project Context Opportunities to Consider:
1 Create legible connections across the motorway and between local neighbourhoods (not in Project)
2 Capture views on elevated structures
3 Implement a clear narrative design through walls and structures
4 Underplant "leftover" land at interchanges

Existing bus station
SUP
Proposed interchange upgrade
Key crossing point
Enhance pedestrian/cycle/local road links
Retain key views
Planting

5 Maintain openness of views to waterbody and surrounding open space
6 Construct new local road overpass (not in Project)
7 Maintain sense of of undeveloped land
8 Construct new local road overpass
9 Design retaining walls as positive features (throughout)
10 Soften and reduce the apparent scale of hard structures through planting
11 Integrate shared path and new local road network to support public transport accessibility
12 Explore new recreational opportunities after relocation of Hockey
13 Create odour buffer area
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Project Context - Opportunities
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3.8.2. Key opportunities identified are:
Land use, transport and urban form integration
 Enable future development of open space as part of a connected recreational (active and passive) network;
and
 Enable cultural interpretation by engaging an Iwi artist to develop concepts that illustrate the Mana Whenua
narrative for the Project.
Landscape and ecology
 Match the horizontal scale of infrastructure with vertical scale of planting;
 Plant ‘leftover’ land at interchanges, minimising areas of mowing and maximising planting that requires little
maintenance;
 Use embankment planting not only to mitigate low-moderate landscape effects associated with landform
modification, but also as part of a corridor-wide landscape concept; and
 Enhance the natural character of the area by using riparian planting at the edges of ponds and streams.
Connectivity
 Enable a connected open space and pedestrian network including regional linkages (North West Wild Link /
AC regional cycle network);
 Create a continuous cycle and walking path the length of the Project with:
––

A new north-south connection adjacent to the new Busway from Constellation Drive to Oteha Road; and

––

A SUP through Constellation Drive on the south side (under SH1), then over SH18 on realigned Paul
Matthews Drive, then linking to a SUP along SH18 to Albany Highway.

 Facilitate safe, high amenity pedestrian and cycle links across the corridor and to the surrounding communities
with:
––

A connection down to Alexandra Stream / bush corridor cycle path from the new shared path along SH18;
and

––

A connection to the existing underpass at Alexandra below SH18.

 Create connections to Rosedale Road, McClymonts Road, Greville Road, Medallion Drive, Arrenway Drive,
Constellation Bus Station and William Pickering Drive.
 Other opportunities that exist outside the Project are noted for future reference:
––

Potential future connection to the Rosedale Landfill (not part of the Project);

––

A new pedestrian / cycle bridge combined with Watercare pipe at Spencer Road (not part of the Project);

––

A connection to the north side of the Watercare ponds to link to a future waterfront path and the regional
cycle network (not part of the Project).
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Amenity
 Create legible, clear visual / physical connections across the motorway / to and between local neighbourhoods;
 Keep State highway and Northern Busway bridges separate where they cross over local roads, to daylight the
public domain below and offset loss of amenity from additional structures;
 Integrate bus station approaches with safe, overlooked, high amenity movement networks;
 Capture and frame key locating views to important landscape elements from elevated structures at
interchanges to reinforce a sense of place; and
 Continue to ‘read’ the rolling topography and relatively large green spaces and established tree canopy.
Structures
 Design structures (bridges, abutments, retaining walls) as strong features in the landscape that reinforce
corridor character;
 Scale and design, new structures to be viewed from a distance as well as close up including size of cut and
height of retaining walls;
 Capture views and vistas;
 If noise barriers are required, design them as part of ‘family’ of highway furniture to reinforce a coherent look
and feel for the corridor (and wider motorway network);
 Use planting to soften and moderate the apparent scale of large structures;
 Minimise the visual impact of large structures from surrounding land uses by defining a minimal overall
footprint for all the elements of the Project; and
 Enable cultural interpretation through early engagement with local stakeholders including Mana Whenua to
develop a collaborative design that addresses local views, aspirations and contains stories of the place.

