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Auckland’s coastal marine area
• CMA – from shore to 12 nautical miles (22 km) offshore
• Dumping application is 13.5 nm (25 km) east of Great Barrier Island (in the EEZ)

• 42 coastal dredging consents issued

Dredging in Auckland

Marina
Port, Defence base

between 1994 and 2012
• 34 consents - maintenance dredging
• 8 consents - capital dredging.

Marine dumping – historical context
• Public concern about marine disposal of dredged material from the Port
of Auckland
• 1980s – disposal grounds near Rangitoto Island
• 1992 – disposal site at the Noises Islands

• Establishment of Disposal Options Advisory Group (DOAG) in 1993

• DOAG recommendations:
• Highly contaminated dredge spoil:
(i) port reclamation
(ii) approved sanitary landfill

• Other dredge spoil that meets regulatory guidelines:
(i) port reclamation
(ii) marine disposal in water deeper than 100 metres

• Since 2000 Fergusson Container Terminal reclamation has taken
significant volumes of dredged material – now nearly completed
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Hauraki Gulf Marine Park Act
• Section 7 – Matters of national significance:
• The interrelationship between the Hauraki Gulf, its islands, and
catchments
• The ability of that interrelationship to sustain the life-supporting capacity
of the environment of the Hauraki Gulf and its islands.

• Section 8 – Management objectives – the protection and, where
appropriate, the enhancement of:
• Life-supporting capacity of the environment of the Gulf, its islands, and
catchments
• Natural, historic, and physical resources
• Resources with which tangata whenua have a relationship
• Cultural and historic associations of people and communities with the
Gulf’s resources
• Contribution of the Gulf’s resources to social and economic well-being
• Contribution of the Gulf’s resources recreation and enjoyment

AUP Regional Policy Statement

www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/unitaryplan

AUP Regional Policy Statement
• Protect and manage:
• Protect significant indigenous biodiversity, outstanding natural features and landscapes
and areas with outstanding and high natural character
• Maintain or enhance the open space, recreation and amenity values of the coast
• Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects of use and development
• Adopt a precautionary approach towards activities whose effects are uncertain but could
be significant
• Maintain water quality where it is good and progressively improve it where it is degraded

• Provide for use:
• Provide for activities that depend on use of the coast, in appropriate locations
• Enable the efficient operation of ports and the navigation of vessels, including by
dredging

• Recognise the significance of the Hauraki Gulf:
• Assess applications in terms of the cumulative effects on the ecological and amenity
values of the Gulf
• Enable use of the Hauraki Gulf without resulting in further degradation to the Gulf‘s
environmental quality and life supporting capacity

Great Barrier Island
– AUP overlays

Regional Coastal Plan - zones
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coastal – General Coastal Marine Zone
Coastal – Marina Zone
Coastal – Mooring Zone
Coastal – Minor Port Zone
Coastal – Ferry Terminal Zone
Coastal – Defence Zone

Precincts

• Boat Building
• Rowing and Paddling
• Waitemata Navigation
Channel
• Central Wharves
• Port
• Viaduct Harbour
• Westhaven
• Wynyard
• Gabador Place
• Okahu Bay
• Auckland Airport
• Clevedon Waterways
• Mana Whenua
Management
• Bayswater Marina
• Okahu Marine
• Gulf Harbour Marina
• Kakanui Point
• Hobsonville Marina

Overlays & controls

• Significant Ecological
Areas
• Outstanding Natural
Features
• Outstanding Natural
Landscapes
• Outstanding Natural
Character
• High Natural Character
• Volcanic Viewshafts
• Local Public Views
• Historic Heritage
• Sites and Places of
Significance to Mana
Whenua
• City Centre Port Noise
• National Grid
• Surf Breaks
• Cable Protection Areas

Regional Coastal Plan provisions

[RCP]
F1 Introduction
F2 Coastal – General Coastal Marine Zone
F3 Coastal – Marina Zone
F4 Coastal – Mooring Zone
F5 Coastal – Minor Port Zone
F6 Coastal – Ferry Terminal Zone
F7 Coastal – Defence Zone
F8 Coastal – Coastal Transition Zone
F9 Vehicles on beaches

Regional Coastal Plan provisions

E. Auckland-wide [RCP]
• Water quality
• Air quality
• Biodiversity
• Natural character of the coastal
environment
• Natural features and landscapes in
the coastal environment
• Artworks
• Signs
• Lighting
• Noise
• Hazardous substances
• Industrial and trade activities
• Genetically modified organisms
• Temporary activities

Dredging
•

F2.4 Objectives and policies
•
•
•

•

F2.19.3 Activity table – General Coastal Marine Zone
•
•

•

Maintenance dredging – restricted discretionary activity in the General Coastal Marine Zone, discretionary or
non-complying in the overlays
Capital works dredging – discretionary in the General Coastal Marine Zone, discretionary or non-complying in
the overlays

F2.23.2 Assessment criteria
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse environmental effects of dredging
Enable dredging to provide for safe and efficient use of navigation channels, ports, defence base, ferry
terminals, marinas, City Centre waterfront
Require the best practicable methods be used for dredging contaminated sediments and to minimise sediment
or contaminant mobilisation and dispersal

Effects on coastal processes, water quality and sedimentation
Effects on marine mammals, bird roosting, nesting and feeding, recreational users
Effects on public access, navigation and safety
Effects on significant surf breaks
Extent to which dredging minimises sediment or contaminant mobilisation and dispersal
Whether there are reasonably practicable alternatives that would reduce the need for dredging

Marina Zone, Minor Port Zone, Defence Zone, City Centre waterfront precincts, Waitemata
Navigation Channel Precinct
•
•

Maintenance dredging – controlled or restricted discretionary
Capital works dredging – restricted discretionary

Depositing and disposal of material
• “Depositing” – beneficial use such as beach replenishment and erosion
management
• “Disposal” – disposing of dredge spoil or waste material
• F2.3 Objectives and policies
• Adverse effects from the disposal of material, particularly contaminated material are
minimised, where reasonably practicable, or otherwise avoided, remedied or mitigated
• Must not have significant adverse effects on the ecological, recreational, cultural and
amenity values of the Hauraki Gulf
• Must avoid, remedy or mitigate the spread of harmful aquatic organisms
• Avoid disposal in the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park
• Avoid the disposal of significantly contaminated material
• Avoid, remedy or mitigate the adverse effects on the ecological function of the area,
other established activities, and on water quality

• Marine Pollution Regulations
• Dumping dredge material is a discretionary activity

Integrating management between dredging in
the CMA and disposal in the EEZ
• Coastal permit processing will consider:
• Has the applicant applied for all necessary permits for the activity?
• Where will the dredged material be deposed of?

• Consent conditions require a dredging management plan with
information on sediment characteristics (grain size, contaminants) and
biosecurity assessment. This can be based on data gathered for the
dumping permit.
• Useful if the EEZ process and conditions refer to the same guidelines:
• ANZECC 2000, ‘Australian and New Zealand Guidelines for fresh and marine
water quality’
• ARC 2004, 'Blueprint for monitoring urban receiving environments, ARC
Technical Publication 168 revised edition August 2004’

Biosecurity and hull bio-fouling
• F2.13 Objectives and policies and F2.19.7 Activity table

• In-water cleaning of hull bio-fouling
• permitted unless the work cannot meet the relevant controls
• level of control based on risk (level of fouling and source of vessel)

• Passive discharges of hull bio-fouling organisms
• Commercial and military vessels – permitted activity with Bio-fouling
Management Plans
• Other vessels – permitted activity if low risk, discretionary activity if high
risk

Proposed Regional Pest Management
Plan 2018
• Consultation on draft plan closed March 2018

• 2.4 Marine Biosecurity
o No marine species included in plan; focus on the
management of pathways, both within Auckland,
and between Auckland and other regions
o Notes the Auckland Unitary Plan provisions relating
to the level and cleaning of hull fouling on boats,
and linking biosecurity considerations to the
management of aquaculture, marinas and other
activities
o Notes the Top of the North Marine Biosecurity
Partnership (councils, DOC and MPI) to develop an
inter-regional marine pest pathway management
plan – to focus on minimising the spread of
organisms by domestic vessels

Navigation Safety Bylaw 2014
• Specifies navigation safety and operating

requirements, including licensing and
permits, and restricted areas
• Specifies requirements for large vessels and

hazardous cargo
• Prescribes vessel traffic separation and
management schemes

Sea Change
• Collaborative process to develop a marine spatial
plan for the Hauraki Gulf
• Agencies currently assessing implementation actions
• Integrated management to address the pressures on
the Gulf and secure a healthy, productive and
sustainable future for the Hauraki Gulf
• Theme B - Protected, enhanced, and restored
habitats
• Action 7 - Initiate a research programme to understand
the impacts (including contaminants and invasive
species) of the marine dumping of spoil on the
Hauraki Gulf including dumping outside of the Hauraki
Gulf Marine Park Boundary (e.g. over the edge of the
continental shelf) and to investigate alternative disposal
options including on land (page 114).

Conclusion
• Auckland needs a deep water disposal option for dredged material
(but it is not expected to take highly contaminated material)
• Treasure the Hauraki Gulf and its islands – they are nationally
important for their natural, social, cultural and economic values
• The potential adverse effects of dumping need to be managed
•
•
•
•

Whales, seabirds, benthic ecology
Water quality and sediment quality
Distant effects on islands
Increased risk of accidental dumping and biosecurity risk from increased
vessel movements

• Integrate management of dumping and dredging
• Assessments of contaminants and biosecurity status will be used in
dredging applications

