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SUBMISSION 127430

SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications
Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:
Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

APP203667
Nanda MacLaren

Telephone number:
Email:
I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

I support the application
I oppose the application

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
I have spent many years waiting for a bio-control agent to be available for moth plant while manually removing this weed from
Motutapu Island ans around Auckland City. So I would be very supportive of this release.

However, I have 2 concerns with this application.

he first is that there has been only one small study of host specificity by one group and published on the Landcare Research
website – the people doing the application. There is a mention on the website that the unpublished report by will be peer
reviewed and that review will be provided to EPA. I would suggest that EPA approval should only occur subject to a positive
peer review being received.

The second is that the description of the control is beetle grubs munching their way through moth plant roots, so there would
at some point in time be quite a high density of the grubs. The grubs are eating a toxic plant and I feel that some
consideration should be made of subsequent toxicity to birds such as kiwi or takahe eating the grubs and the EPA should be
confident there is no possibility of harm to these birds.
All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
If the EPA has no concern over the small study size, the results are peer reviewed, and consideration has been given to
secondary toxicity to native fauna and found to be extremely unlikely, then I would like the EPA to approve the release of this
agent.

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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SUBMISSION 127432

SUBMISSION FORM

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:

APP203667

Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Davor Bejakovich, Manager, Biosecurity

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):

Greater Wellington Regional Council

Postal address:

Greater Wellington Regional Council,
PO Box 41
Masterton 5840

Telephone number:

06 826 1518, 027 262 3062

Email:

davor.bejakovich@gw.govt.nz

I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1:
Greater Wellington Regional Council (GWRC) supports the proposal to introduce the moth plant beetle (Freudeita
cupripennis) as a biological control agent to assist with the management of moth plant (Araujia hortorum). An effective
biocontrol species for moth plant will help to slow the spread and impact of this highly invasive species.
Moth plant is a well recognised perennial climbing weed that forms a dense mass of vegetation. Because of its aggressive
climbing characteristics it poses a threat to native forest margins, bush remnants, cultivated gardens and amenities and
infrastructure. It is particularly damaging to supporting trees, and subsequently shades out any underlying vegetation. It is a
significant problem in many parts of the North Island, particularly in the warmer northern regions. It is not widely established
in the Wellington region and is under an intensive control programme in the Wellington region.
Under the GWRC Regional Pest Management Plan (RPMP), GWRC staff and contractors undertake a range of pest plant
management. Moth plant is among the 11 Total Control pest plant species listed in the Wellington RPMP. This categorisation
means that GWRC attempts to control moth plant at all known sites in the region on an annual basis.
Moth plant control is currently a labour intensive and problematic task, with each site having to be combed for the target
species and the smaller plants manually removed and any larger specimens cut and stump-treated with a herbicide gel.
Manual handling of the plant exposes staff to the poisonous sap of the plant, which can burn exposed skin and penetrate light
clothing. Because of the wind-spread dispersal of moth plant seed it is essential that control is completed annually before the
seed pods mature. The climbing nature of moth plant often makes spraying of established infestations difficult without
damaging any native vegetation underneath.
As with all biocontrol, following the release there will be no control over the moth plant beetle, meaning that the testing and
management needs to be thorough prior to the release. GWRC supports the processes of the Environmental Protection
Authority and the Ministry for Primary Industries for the importation and release of new organisms, and trusts that due
diligence will be followed in the assessment of risk by these agencies. As with any introduction, once the organism is
successfully introduced, there is little or no ability to control or manage the organism in its wild state.
GWRC is a contributor to and participant in the National Biological Control Collective (NBCC), and supports the
establishment of biocontrol species. A successful biocontrol agent for moth plant would ease the reliance on manual removal
of the plant and herbicides. Through the NBCC GWRC is involved in a growing number of biocontrol projects and believes it
is an essential part of the future of pest plant management in New Zealand. GWRC supported the Waikato Regional Council
application for the release of the beetle Colaspis argentinensis in 2011, another biocontrol species for moth plant.
With finite resources to control an ever-growing number of problem species, and growing expense and public resistance to
traditional chemical control, biocontrol is a cost effective and largely publicly acceptable technique.The successful release of
another agent would strengthen the effectiveness of each species and help to ease the reliance on herbicides for control of
this highly invasive species.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.

September 2012 EPA0190
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Submission Form

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Greater Wellington Regional Council supports the proposal to introduce the moth plant beetle (Freudeita cupripennis) as a
biological control agent for the pest plant species moth plant (Araujia hortorum). Establishment of this species as an effective
agent will greatly assist with the long-term, national management of moth plant. The establishment of the moth plant beetle
would add to the effectiveness of the existing biocontrol agents.

September 2012 EPA0190

SUBMISSION 127435

SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:

APP203667

Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Wendy John

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):

Friends of Oakley Creek Te Auaunga

Postal address:

4/65 Woodward Road, Mt Albert, Auckland 1025

Telephone number:

027 232 6454

Email:

info@oakleycreek.org.nz

I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
See attached submission.

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Friends of Oakley Creek Te Auaunga supports the Application in its entirety as it is of the belief that Moth Plant cannot be
controlled, nor even contained, unless a biological control agent is introduced.

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.

July 2016 EPA0190

Submissions in support of Waikato Regional Council’s (“Council”)
Application to release the moth plant beetle as a biocontrol agent
for moth plant (APP203667) (“Application”)
Introduction
1.

The Council applies to the Environmental Protection Authority (Authority) for approval to
release the beetle Freudeita cf cupripennis as a biological control agent for the weed moth
plant (Arauija hortorum) (Moth Plant) pursuant to section 34 of the Hazardous Substances
and New Organisms Act 1996.

2.

The Application is publically notified.

3.

The Authority has invited submitters to comment on its preliminary analysis and provide
information to support its full assessment of the Application.

4.

Friends of Te Auaunga Oakley Creek (FoC) provides this submission in support of the
Application and to inform the Authority’s assessment.
Summary of FoC’s submissions

5.

FoC considers the release of the beetle is essential for the containment (and eventual
removal) of Moth Plant.

6.

In short, FoC supports the Application for the following reasons:
6.1. Moth Plant is a highly invasive weed that grows on hosts – often smothering, outcompeting and replacing native plants. It is considered one of the worst weeds in the
Auckland Region;
6.2. Members of FoC regularly observe the negative environmental impact of Moth Plant both
within Oakley Creek and more widely in the surrounding urban environment;
6.3. Moth plant is currently impossible to contain. Its seeds are wind-borne and spread easily.
It is prolific in many gardens around Auckland – public and private;
6.4. Controlling the plant in private spaces is difficult. Under the current Auckland Council
Regional Pest Management Strategy Moth Plant is only a containment plant on high value
reserve land, such as the Waitakere and Hunua Ranges and Gulf Islands. There is no
requirement for landowners to carry out control of the weed on their properties, and FoC
has found landowners often do not control the weed. Where FoC is able to identify the
plant is present on a property volunteers usually must request entry onto private properties
to remove the plant;
6.5. Despite current efforts (both Council and volunteer community groups) Moth Plant is not
only not contained, but is spreading. FoC spends many volunteer hours attempting to
remove the weed and believes Moth Plant cannot be contained unless a biological control
agent, such as that proposed by the Application, is introduced; and
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6.6. Moth Plant is poisonous in that the white milky sap has an irritating effect on the skin of
those who come in contact with it (it can cause dermatitis), and the seed pods can have
harmful effects on humans and animals if eaten.
7.

These issues are more fully addressed below.
FoC

8.

Established in 2005 FoC is a community-based conservation group based in Mt Albert,
Auckland.

9.

The aim of FoC is to protect, preserve, enhance and restore Oakley Creek and its environs to
their full ecological potential. The group works along the entire 15km of the creek with most
of their efforts being directed, at this stage, into the lower catchment.

10.

Wendy John is the Chairperson of FoC. Wendy is also a member of the Auckland Botanical
Society and works part-time as a team leader for Conservation Volunteers.

11.

Wendy carries out a significant amount of work in the area, herself, and organises
volunteers to participate in a range of activities including monthly working bees for planting
and weed control. A stream clean up is also organised once a year.

12.

FoC runs an extensive monitoring and pest control programme where volunteers check and
set traps on a weekly basis and undertake quarterly rodent control along Oakley Creek.

13.

Water quality in the creek is monitored on a quarterly basis at a number of sites across the
catchment, in line with Auckland Council’s wider WaiCare water quality monitoring
programme.

14.

Oakley Creek is surrounded by 50 hectares of almost continuous green space and it has a
number of rare and threatened native flora, including Geranium aff retrorsum Te Auaunga,
which are threatened by Moth Plant.

15.

Weed Control is, therefore, a very important part of FoC’s work. Weeding by volunteers is
carried out by hand. Moth Plant is a common target of the volunteers who cut and treat
each plant by hand and remove pods, should they happen to form. Hand weeding (as
opposed to chemical spraying) has the advantage of avoiding causing any harm to native
plants and naturally regenerating seedlings (although some spraying by Council contractors
occurs in the creek).
FOC attempts to control moth plant
Current programme

16.

FoC started its weed control programme in 2005.

17.

For over 12 years FoC volunteers have spent many hours attempting to eliminate Moth
Plant, both on reserve land along the the creek as well as on neighbouring properties.

18.

In a typical week, over the summer months, volunteers would spend upwards of 50 hours
seeking to address the moth plant issue.

7351212.1

19.

Depending on the size of the problem and the site, volunteers undertake Moth Plant control
either individually or with other dedicated Moth Plant weeders. Many sites can be
hazardous and not suitable for one person to work on their own. The majority of the work is
done on private land and in industrial areas.

20.

Photographs of FoC volunteers are set out at Schedule 1 of this submission. They give a
clear visual account both of the extent of Moth Plant FoC is encountering and the work
involved in controlling it.
Limitations

21.

Despite intensive efforts to eliminate Moth Plant, it is a constant threat. This is primarily
due to the number of seeds each plant produces – each single pod can contain up to 1,000
seeds and wind can carry the seeds up to 20km.

22.

Removing Moth Plant is often not as simple as digging it out. For larger infestations and, in
the case of cut stumps, if the plant is not treated with herbicide the plant will grow back.
The site must then be monitored for re-growth in future years. And, if it is not dealt with
prior to producing pods (seeds) the amount of time required to remove it is increased tenfold. Removal requires considerable effort on the part of the volunteers, often using long
pruning poles and, sometimes, climbing trees.

23.

The plant is often found on private property. FoC’s experience is that individuals are,
generally, not educated about the plant and its environmental effects, and many do not
understand the importance of its removal. People also may not want to deal with the plant
because the sap stains clothing and is an irritant.

24.

Councils simply do not have the resources to eradicate Moth Plant. Volunteer efforts have
been extensive. And the number and scope of infestations far outweigh the available
volunteers. For example, in a recent visual inspection of a section of Great North Road,
Waterview, Auckland FoC estimates that at least 80 per cent of the properties checked
contained Moth Plant – some with extensive outcrops.

25.

As a consequence the species is spreading around Auckland at an alarming rate, including
into areas where it has not been seen in the past. It is especially present in schools, parks,
motorway and cycleway corridors, rental properties, cemeteries and industrial sites. Moth
Plant is still present along the Creek despite FoC’s volunteers continued efforts to remove it
– mainly because seeds continue to spread in from surrounding properties.
Conclusion

26.

Current control efforts carried out over 12 or more years have failed to stop the rapid spread
of Moth Plant.

27.

FoC supports the Application in its entirety as it is of the belief that Moth Plant cannot be
controlled, nor even contained, unless a biological control agent is introduced.

______________________
Signed: Wendy John on behalf of FoC
Dated: March 2019

7351212.1

Schedule 1

Fig 1 Moth Plant at Oakley Creek – 6 February 2019
Fig 2: Volunteers remove Moth Plant in Oakley Creek – 9 April 2018

7351212.1

Fig 3 Volunteer removes Moth Plant located at a private residence in Auckland- 8 January 2018

Fig 4 Volunteers remove Moth Plant at a private residence in Auckland and fill sacks with pods – 16
April 2018
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SUBMISSION 127436

SUBMISSION FORM

For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Adrienne Cross

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

Telephone number:
Email:
I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
1

The reasons for making my submission are : (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
With the lack of knowledge on what damage this beetle could do to other plants than the moth vine, I would prefer to see a
year at least of intensive advertising. This plant is prolific in South Auckland and some property occupiers actively encourage
it thinking it is a desirable ornamental. Council should visit properties with a view to educating owners. Perhaps a leaf drop?
Council have ignored this vine on public property for years and they should now step up and actively remove from their
property as a start before a beetle with unknown ramifications gets introduced. Once the beetle is introduced it will be too late
to stop if it attacks other plants. NZ has been down this track before - introducing something that becomes more of a pest
than the original problem.

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Do not approve this application at this time.

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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SUBMISSION 127437

SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Jean Stevenson

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

Telephone number:
Email:
I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
Over the last few years the decline in monarch butterflies is enormous (along with other insects, invertebrates and other small
animals)
My opposition to this beetle has come about because in the last 20+ years my family has suffered as the result from the
Painted Apple moth spraying and the release of the RCD viruses. Even though the spraying for the Painted Apple Moth was
eventually successful, the long term impact it had on a large number of people was officially unexpected and unacceptable.
My interest in increasing(breeding) the numbers of Monarch butterflies goes back over 20 years . Even though I have
moved around New Zealand in this time i have taken note of the decline in Monarch butterflies numbers around the country.
With the imported wasp problem, imported praying mantis, along with our native praying mantis (which is in serious decline)
we are on the brink of loosing Monarch butterflies completely.
We have enough ongoing issues with introduced (whether deliberately or accidently) pests and to introduce yet another is
foolhardy. Regardless of all the laboratory testing that has been done over the last 15+ years, there is no certainty that they
will not adapt or evolve and become yet another national pest that has the potential to destroy our unique and sensitive flora
and fauna. If the Rust Fungus that was approved in 2015 hasnt been as successful as originally hoped, what is the guarantee
that the root feeding beetle is going to be any more successful?
I understand the damage that the Moth plant is doing to our country (along with numerous other pest plants), but there will be
other ways to deal with the issue. Yes, some of them will be labour intensive, some of them might require money, but our
land, people, flora and fauna are worth it.
All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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Submission Form

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:

July 2016 EPA0190

SUBMISSION 127438

SUBMISSION 127439

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made publicly available to anyone who
requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a
public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact
for joint submission:

APP2O3667

Mike Lusk

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

Telephone number:

I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act 1993. We will use your contact details for
the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your
submission is made publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick box above. We may
also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.qovt.nz. We also may make your submission available in response to a request under
the Official Information Act 1982.

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
Mothplant is a serious scourge and is now often seen in Hawkes Bay, most commonly I think, in orchard windbreaks.
It would be a shame to lose Tweedia as a garden plant but I don't believe it is widely grown. I have tried to interest monarchy butterfly caterpillars in eating
the leaves but the caterpillars vacated the plant without damaging it.
Monarch butterflies have only been able to reproduce in NZ because their food plants were introduced. Monarchs, delightful as they are, are not really native
in a pure sense.
The Monarch Butterfly Trust have suggested that the beetles might eat swan plants, but that is not supported by the scientific evidence.
All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I support the application.

SUBMISSION 127440

SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:

APP 203667

Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:
Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

Telephone number:
Email:
I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
THE MONARCH BUTTERFLY. They are already in a decline. So introducing a beetle that is going to kill off the Monarch's
food supply (swan plants, asclepia) will further lessen their numbers. Yes I know the moth plant only too well, but they are
easily cut at the base and painted with a woody weed killer. or.. just pulled out. I already spend hours doing this to keep the
weed from invading our orchard.
So please think carefully about the new beetle being introduced. Remember---- the paper wasp which was introduced to kill
off the army worm??? Well the paper wasp is also a predator to the Monarch Butterflies. The butterflies have a tough time
surviving as it is….
PLEASE DON'T IMPORT THE BEETLE!!!

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Please DON"T bring in the beetle to NZ.

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:

,APP203667

Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Suzi Phillips

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):

Individual

Postal address:

Telephone number:

I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
I oppose the proposed introduction of the the root-feeding moth plant beetle Freudeita cf cupripennis to control a nasty weed,
The authorities say that this beetle could destroy Tweedia or Swan Plant - this is an unacceptable risk to a plant that is vital
to healthy populations of Monarch butterfiles.
" Tweedia is a potential field host to the beetle and could support populations (of the moth vine beetle). There are no other
species in the same subtribe in NZ...
It is not acceptable that this beeetle introduced to control moth plant, could also attack and kill Tweedia. While it is not a big
earner for nurseries and garden centres and the potential risk posed to tweedia is NOT acceptable, even when considered in
the context of moth plant’s adverse effects on natural environments and biodiversity values."
No-one can be certain that if this beetle is allowed into the country it won't affect our swan plants or other milkweed.
There is not enough evidence about its impacts, to allow the introduction of this beetle. NZ has seen SO many instances of
this type of introduction going wrong. Learn from history.

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Do not allow the introduction of the beetle, Freudeita cupripennis

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:

Lesley Munro

Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):
Postal address:

Telephone number:

I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
Whilst I agree moth plant needs to be controlled, we must be cautious about releasing introduced species which may 'squint'
the natural environment. (ref. rats, stoats, possums!!)
I would not be happy if this beetle meant that tweedia was also controlled, as it is useful for bees and our fragile population of
Monarch butterflies.

I hope that the Swan plants would not be affected, as any decline in them would be serious for the Monarchs, as it is almost
their only food source.

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Before the release of this moth plant beetle, perhaps more research to perhaps discourage the beetle from attacking tweedia,
or to find ways of protecting tweedia from it? If swan plants were to also be affected, it should not be released.
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Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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