SUBMISSION ON APP203367
Application to import and release the beetle Freudeita
cf cupripennis as a biological control agent for the
weed moth plant, Araujia hortorum.

BY: TE RŪNANGA O NGĀI TAHU
GERRY TE KAPA COATES
MEMBER, HSNO KOMITI

THE
NGĀI
TAHU
TAKIWĀ
Over 90% of the South Island
& over 40% of NZ land mass.

•
•
•

Our takiwā extends from Kaikoura in the north to Rakiura (Stewart Island) in the
south, including the West Coast, TeTai Poutini.
Ngāi Tahu is the third largest Māori iwi in Aotearoa with a membership of almost
60,000 who whakapapa to an ancestor in the 1848 census of tūpuna.
Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu comprises 18 Papatipu Rūnanga representing geographical
areas based generally around traditional settlements.
“Te Puna Waimaraarie, Te Puna Hauaitu, Te Puna Karikari”
The pools of frozen water; The pools of bounty; The pools dug by the hand of humans ”
- Rakaihautu
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Our takiwā

Kia tuohu koutou, Me he mauka teitei, Ko Aoraki anake.
“If you must bow your head then let it be to the lofty mountain Aoraki”
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NGĀI TAHU VALUES
• Whanaungatanga (family) – Respect,
foster and maintain mportant relationships within
the organisation, within the iwi and within the community.

• Manaakitanga (looking after our people) – Respect each
other, iwi members and all others in accordance with our tikanga (customs).

• Tohungatanga (expertise) – Pursue knowledge and ideas that will
strengthen and grow Ngāi Tahu and our community.

• Kaitiakitanga (stewardship) – Work actively to protect the
people, environment, knowledge, culture, language and resources
important to Ngāi Tahu for future generations.

• Tikanga (appropriate action) – Strive to ensure that Ngāi Tahu
tikanga of is actioned and acknowledged in all of our outcomes.

• Rangatiratanga (leadership) – Strive to maintain a high degree of
personal integrity and ethical behaviour in all actions and decisions we
undertake.
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TREATY CONSIDERATIONS
• Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu was statutorily recognised as
the representative tribal body of Ngāi Tahu Whānui
under section 6 of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Act 1996.
• This means we exercise kaitiakitanga over our takiwā.
• The EPA must be ever mindful of its responsibilities
for ‘active protection’ under Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
• Active protection needs to operate in terms of Te Tiriti,
not through general concerns about health and safety
issues and mechanisms.
• The EPA’s role must also include requiring testing and research to
be carried out on impacts of hazardous substances and new
organisms on 'down-stream' taonga native species and
ecosystems, in a similar manner to that required for introduced
bio-controls. The lack of , or access to any testing or research data
is a continuing shortcoming in most Applications.
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TE RŪNANGA O
NGĀI TAHU
HSNO KOMITI
• 8 Members
• Responsible for monitoring new
EPA applications
• By way of HSNO Policy Statement
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THE POLICY
a) Evaluate issues of importance to Ngāi Tahu
b) Identify and assess effects (risks and
benefits), from a Ngāi Tahu perspective
c) Identify options to avoid or minimise
adverse effects on Ngāi Tahu values
d) Identify outcomes important to Ngāi Tahu
(e.g. environmental, cultural, health and
well-being, economic).
Ngāi Tahu have a unique body of knowledge and practice relating to the
environment and the relationship of people to the environment. This
knowledge and practice can complement scientific knowledge, and
provide better understandings of the effects of hazardous substances
and new organisms on the environment and our communities.
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OUR SUBMISSION ON APP203367 ̶

Application to
import and release the beetle Freudeita cf cupripennis as a
biological control agent for the weed moth plant, Araujia
hortorum.
• TRoNT has in the past supported the introduction of
several biological control agents weeds such as
tradescantia, Japanese Honeysuckle, Giant Reed, tutsan
and recently the Brown Marmorated Stinkbug, where we
believe the biological control agents pose insignificant
risk compared with the potential benefits.
• We support this application because although the
introduction of the moth plant beetle in 2011 (APP201039)
under the name Colaspis argentinensis not did not
proceed, sourcing the same or similar beetle
from Uruguay now seems a sensible option.
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SUBMISSION ON APP203367 – cont. 2
• A new approval is now sought is to import and release the
renamed beetles sourced from Uruguay.
• The originally proposed Argentinian 2011 and a new 2018
collection site at Melilla are approximately 250 kilometres
apart, separated by the Rio de la Platte. Moth plant is
common on the river bank in both countries, and beetles
from both populations have a similar host range.
• Beetles collected in 2018 from northwest of Montevideo,
Uruguay were shipped to New Zealand and tested in
containment by Landcare Research in Auckland. If the
release of moth plant beetle is approved, the Melilla area
will be the sole source of founding beetles. This is also the
population used in the host-range tests reported
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SUBMISSION ON APP203367 – cont. 3
• If approved as the newly renamed beetle it is expected
to work together with the already approved rust fungus
to suppress moth plant growth and spread.
• The population imported into containment in New
Zealand and used in the host-range tests will be the
parents of any moth plant beetles released.
• Beetles collected in 2018 from northwest of
Montevideo, Uruguay were shipped to New Zealand
and tested in containment by Landcare Research at
Tamaki, Auckland. If the release of moth plant beetle is
approved, the Melilla area will be the sole source of
founding beetles. This is also the population used in the
host-range tests done.
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SUBMISSION ON APP203367 – cont. 4
• The applicant says that Moth plant “was the second most
frequent cause of weed-related enquiries to Waikato
Regional Council in 2010, and regional field officers of
Environment Bay of Plenty receive about 200 enquiries per
year about this plant.
• There is only one genus of native plants in the same family
as moth plant, so it was considered to not be necessary to
test natives outside this genus. Parsonsia heterophylla and P.
capsularis were selected to represent the three native
species.” The risk posed by the moth plant beetle to this, the
closest native species is negligible.
• It is very unlikely that the agent could be successfully
eradicated once established, so release into the New Zealand
environment is considered to be irreversible.
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SUMMARY
We SUPPORT the Application being approved
because we believe:
• A reasonable case for the risks and benefits of
this biocontrol has been made.
• If approval is given we request that a proposal
for monitoring the spread and other effects of
this biocontrol insect and its efficacy should be
included as a condition.
“There are some choices you can only make once. You can't go back to where you made a choice
and then take the other one.”
― Mary Hofffman
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