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By:
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On:

Reassessment of Methyl Bromide (MeBr)

1. Northland Inc
1.1. Northland Inc is the Regional Economic Development Agency, encompassing the Regional
Tourism Organisation, for Northland. It also forms part of the Government’s Regional
Business Partner Network (RBP). It works with a number of strategically important
institutions in Northland across the public and private sector with a common agenda to
strengthen, grow and diversify Northland’s economy. Northland Inc aims to provide vision,
aspiration, leadership and unity-of-purpose in sustainable economic development for
Northland and will work with key industry sectors in Northland to address market failures,
facilitate value-added activities and value chain improvements, increase exports, and
provide business, job and investment opportunities.
2. Background & Context
2.1. Northport is the main location for the use of methyl bromide (MeBr) as a phytosanitary
fumigant in Northland, in which it uses MeBr for QPS purposes primarily relating to the
export of logs and timber products to key markets.
2.2. The use of MeBr at the Northport Facility is a “Permitted Activity” under Regional Council
regulations, providing certain conditions are met and under the United Nation’s Montreal
Protocol is still permitted for use for phytosanitary purposes as long as alternatives are
actively being sought.
2.3. Export of forestry products (particularly raw logs) is important for the regional economy (at
around 2.5% regional GDP), much of which is destined for export from Northport.
Approximately 2.1 million JAS of logs were fumigated at Northport in 2017 – of which about
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0.5 million JAS were from other regions throughout New Zealand who purposely send logs
via Northport for MeBr fumigation before being exported to key markets.
2.4. Most of this volume is destined for China or India who have strict requirements around the
fumigation of logs before arrival into the overseas ports and thus the importance of an
effective quarantine and pre-shipment fumigant is therefore of real significance for the
Northland region. China requires fumigation of all logs with either MeBr (on deck) or
Phosphine (underdeck) and India will only accept logs fumigated with MeBr.
2.5. Phosphine fumigation provides an alternative to MeBr and has saved about 1900 tonnes of
MeBr per annum from being used. However, it cannot fully replace MeBr as it is not
accepted by all trade partners, e.g. India, and it can only be used in ship holds due to the
length of time required for effective fumigation.
2.6. There are no other fully acceptable and economically viable alternative solutions to MeBr
fumigation available today and the phytosanitary approved solution varies for each country
which further complicates using existing methodologies if MeBr is banned. This is despite
significant investment by industry through the Stakeholders in Methyl Bromide Reduction
Inc (STIMBR) group
2.7. We also understand that while recapture methods have improved, efficacy beyond 80% for
log stacks has proven problematic and recapture from ship holds is especially difficult.
3. Forestry Sector within Northland
3.1. Forestry is a significant contributor to Northland’s economy. Harvest of forestry in the
region has increased over time. Log exports from Northport grew from 1.399 million Jas m3
in 2002 to 2.786 million Jas m3 in 2017/18. Log exports account for almost 60% of the
annual Northland wood harvest
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3.2. The forestry industry is a significant employer in Northland, with cross sector estimates in
2017 showing that approximately 3,000 people were employed directly in the industry. We
estimate a further 6,800 people are dependent on forestry for an income (using economic
multipliers). This represents about 10% of the workforce in Northland.
3.3. The forestry industry (including forest management, harvesting, freight etc.) contributes
approximately $420million to the Northland economy, which is a significant amount.
4. Reassessment of Methyl Bromide
4.1. Based on the above information provided regarding the economic importance of the
forestry and wood products industry in Northland and the lack of viable economic
alternative to the use of MeBr in fumigation, Northland Inc supports the application for
reassessment of MeBr and the outcome sought by the application. Northland Inc supports it
on the basis that the adverse effects of MeBr can be adequately managed and that
significant economic impacts are likely if conditions of its use meant it was no longer viable
as a phytosanitary fumigant.
4.2. We support the proposed refinement that 80% of MeBr remaining at the end of a
fumigation must be recaptured as the current rate of 99.9% has been proven to be
commercially unattainable. The use of technologies such as electric arc technology,
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4.3. activated carbon or ammonium thiosulfate are currently cost prohibitive or not amenable
to the operations of ports and log fumigations. If the recapture rate remains at 99.9% then
it is likely that Northland and New Zealand would be limited in their ability to export logs to
China and India who collectively represent 85% and 15%, respectively, of Northlands log
export trade.
4.4. We also support the proposed extension for imposing recapture on ship hold fumigations
by ten years from the current October 2020 deadline. We support this extension as
currently all log exports from Northport require fumigation of some kind and throughout
New Zealand a significant volume of material Is currently fumigated in ship holds. The
technology for adequate recapture (80%) of MeBr in ship holds does not currently exist due
to the additional challenges ship holds present, e.g. size of the holds, the large volume of
logs present, the configuration of the logs within the hold, etc.
4.5. In addition to those refinements, we also support the extension of the date by which all
fumigations must be subject to recapture to the 80% standard, of which the date is
currently October 2020. We believe a modest extension of one year is necessary in order to
give industry time to implement any necessary changes in their existing processes and
invest in technology that will allow them to comply with the recapture obligation. Due to
the uncertainty about what recapture standard will be imposed by the EPA’s current
reassessment, for some industry players it has not been possible for them to begin to invest
in appropriate infrastructure.
5. Conclusion
5.1. Northland Inc thanks the authority for the opportunity to comment on the reassessment of
MeBr. Ideally phytosanitary treatments that are not ozone depleting or eco-toxic would be
available, however at this point there appear to be no such alternatives that are cost
effective and / or acceptable to our trading parties. We applaud the industry’s efforts to
date in exploring such options and would encourage further investment in this area.
5.2.
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5.3. However, in the meantime Northland Inc supports an interim standard for recapture of 80%
to be applied in combination with a progressive programme of realistic increases to
incentivise improvements in recapture technology / methods.
5.4. There will be significant adverse economic impacts on the regional and national economies
if MeBr treatment is no longer an option. There will be significant job losses within the
forestry industry and further job loses within the occupations supporting and servicing the
industry.
Acting Chief Executive Officer
Northland Inc
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