25 June 2021

Kia ora rā kōrua Decision Making Committee of the EPA,
Following Direction & Minute WGT037 of the Decision-making Committee (DMC), dated 10 June
2021, in relation to application APP203660 for the reassessment of methyl bromide (MB) we offer
the following:

1.0 Self-reporting
The PDP 2021 Methyl bromide modelling study – Port of Tauranga: part 2 (‘the report’) is based to a
large extent on information provided by the fumigator since, as described in the report, ‘it was not
possible for PDP….to verify these inputs’ (p.15).
While this is completely understandable for the purpose of the report, over reliance on information
provided by an operator has its limitations (particularly involving such a hazardous gas in relatively
close proximity to a public area). As described in our presentation to the DMC every one of the
publicly available annual reports to the EPA for five years up to 2016 stated that no measureable
methyl bromide was detected on the buffer zone (or boundary) at any time. We now know that this
may have understated the reality of what was occurring at the time (these five reports are still
available at https://www.epa.govt.nz/resources-and-publications/methyl-bromide-annual-reports/).
More recent annual reports are no longer being made publicly available despite the 2010 decision by
Environmental Risk Management Authority (ERMA) stating that ‘the monitoring methodology and
results are (to) be made publicly available’, in response to public concern (s.16.8.1 of ERMA methyl
bromide reassessment decision 2010/2011). Since 2017 all methyl bromide annual reports must be
submitted to WorkSafe.

2.0 Pre-release concentration
The report states that ‘The quantity of methyl bromide gas released from each log stack or ship hold
is estimated by Genera based on assumptions of headspace volume and measured pre-release
concentration of methyl bromide…..We consider that the pre-release concentration (of methyl
bromide) would be relatively accurate as it is easily measured by the fumigator….’ (emphasis added).
In contrast the headspace volume is described as ‘likely a rough guide’. (p.32)
It is the pre-release concentration of methyl bromide that must be set as one of the controls since it
is also one of the few controls that can be relatively easily and independently measured by the
regulator. This could be done in addition to controls relying on the information provided by the
fumigator for the amount of fumigant introduced or the emission rate, or the recapture percentage.

