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THE
NGĀI
TAHU
TAKIWĀ
Over 90% of the South Island
& over 40% of NZ land mass.

• Extends from Kaikoura in the north to Rakiura (Stewart Island) in the
south, including Te Tai Poutini (West Coast).
• Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu constitutes 18 Rūnanga representing
geographical areas, generally based around traditional settlements.
• Registered membership almost 60,000, 50% living outside our takiwā.
“Te Puna Waimaraarie, Te Puna Hauaitu, Te Puna Karikari”
The pools of frozen water; The pools of bounty; The pools dug by the hand of humans ”
- Rakaihautu
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Our takiwā

Kia tuohu koutou, Me he mauka teitei, Ko Aoraki anake.
“If you must bow your head then let it be to the lofty mountain Aoraki”
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NGĀI TAHU VALUES
• Whanaungatanga (family) – Respect,
foster and maintain mportant relationships within
the organisation, within the iwi and within the community.

• Manaakitanga (looking after our people) – Respect each
other, iwi members and all others in accordance with our tikanga (customs).

• Tohungatanga (expertise) – Pursue knowledge and ideas that will
strengthen and grow Ngāi Tahu and our community.

• Kaitiakitanga (stewardship) – Work actively to protect the
people, environment, knowledge, culture, language and resources
important to Ngāi Tahu for future generations.

• Tikanga (appropriate action) – Strive to ensure that Ngāi Tahu
tikanga of is actioned and acknowledged in all of our outcomes.

• Rangatiratanga (leadership) – Strive to maintain a high degree of
personal integrity and ethical behaviour in all actions and decisions we
undertake.

TREATY CONSIDERATIONS
• Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu was statutorily recognised as
the representative tribal body of Ngāi Tahu Whānui
under section 6 of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu Act 1996.
• This means we exercise kaitiakitanga over our takiwā.
• The EPA and MPI must be ever mindful of its
task of ‘active protection’ under Te Tiriti o Waitangi.
• Active protection needs to operate in terms of Te Tiriti,
not through general concerns about health and safety
issues and mechanisms.
• The EPA’s role must also include requiring testing and research to
be carried out on the impacts of hazardous substances and new
organisms (including border incursions) on 'down-stream' or
adjacent taonga native species and ecosystems, in a similar
manner to that required for introduced bio-controls.

TE RŪNANGA O
NGĀI TAHU
HSNO KOMITI
• 7 Members
• Responsible for monitoring new
EPA applications
• By way of our HSNO Policy
Statement (under revision)

THE POLICY
a) Evaluate issues of importance to Ngāi Tahu
b) Identify and assess the effects (risks and
benefits), from a Ngāi Tahu perspective
c) Identify options to avoid or minimise
adverse effects on Ngāi Tahu values
d) Identify outcomes important to Ngāi Tahu
(e.g. environmental, cultural, health and
well-being, economic).
Ngāi Tahu have a unique body of knowledge and practice relating to the
environment and the relationship of people to the environment. This
knowledge and practice can complement scientific knowledge, and
provide better understandings of the effects of hazardous substances
and new organisms on the environment and our communities.

SUBMISSION ON APP203336 – Application to
import and release the parasitoid Trissolcus Japonicus (Samurai Wasp)
as a biological control agent for the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug.

We support the introduction of this insect as a biocontrol for
the following reasons:
• We are persuaded that the Brown Marmorated Stink Bug
(BMSB) poses a serious risk of significant economic damage to
our agricultural industries, and would also damage our native
species and the environment in Aotearoa. As farming is a
major part of Ngāi Tahu’s commercial activities we would
naturally support tools that will prevent negative outcomes.
• T. japonicus seems to be a viable alternative to using broadspectrum insecticides which would increase the overall
chemical burden and have undesirable effects on the wider
environment including beneficial organisms.

SUBMISSION ON APP203336 – cont. 1
• An incursion of BMSB could be disastrous for the horticultural
sector in which Māori have strong economic interests. We note
that chemical means to counter BMSB are not available for crops
such as Kiwifruit after flowering.
• BMSB is a pest that can also attack taonga native species and
impact on mahinga kai (native food crops).
• A balancing act is needed between minimizing effects on the
wider environment at the risk of potential non-target negative
effects primarily on NZ’s eight pentatomids (stink and shield
bug species).
• Consultation with Māori seems to have been limited mainly to
Te Tira Whakamataki (the Maori Biosecurity Network) rather
than more broadly e.g. Te Herenga (the EPA’s Māori network).
For example our HSNO Komiti was not contacted.

SUBMISSION ON APP203336 – cont. 2
• We also note that as with many biocontrols there is
little or no option for later eradication should risks
become apparent over time.
• We believe that monitoring of the establishment,
effectiveness and possible spread of this biocontrol
(T. japonicus) should be included as a control
condition,. For example post-release monitoring to
collect information on T. japonicus distribution,
parasitism rates, evidence of T. japonicus life stages
and persistence over time at release sites and in the
surrounding environment.

SUBMISSION ON APP203336 – cont. 3
• The application states that “approval in advance of a
BMSB incursion being detected in New Zealand will
enable sourcing and import arrangements for the
biocontrol agents to be made ahead of time.” The
application provides little detail about how this
would be done and other strategic and logistical
aspects that would need to be put in place.
• For example this would include how the numbers,
sources and logistical challenges could be overcome
in a short enough time frame to enable sufficient T.
japonicus to meet the challenge of BMSB.

SUBMISSION ON APP203336 – cont. 4
• The application says “current surveillance and
control tools for this pest are very limited, making
eradication and long-term management extremely
challenging. There has never been successful
eradication of an invasive BMSB population, in part
due to the lack of effective tools.”
• Assuming the information gaps in the application
can be remedied and augmented to provide more
reassuring predictions we remain in support.

SUMMARY
We support the Application being approved because:
• A reasonably persuasive case for risks and benefits
of this biocontrol has been made and there appear
to be few alternatives.
• Information gaps and uncertainties in the
application should be remedied, to provide more
reassuring predictions
• A commitment to monitoring the possible spread
of these biocontrol insects should be included as a
condition.
“There are some choices you can only make once. You can't go back to where you made a choice
and then take the other one.”
― Mary Hofffman

