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Submission
Regarding the Application of Connovation Ltd.
to the Environmental Protection Authority
Proposing to Reduce the Current Three Kilometre Notification
Requirement for Use of PredaSTOP

Context
On 27 March 2018, the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) received an application
from Connovation Ltd. to reassess two substances collectively known as PredaSTOP, which
it uses to poison stoats and feral cats. Currently Connovation is required to notify any
landowner or householder/occupier within three kilometres of planned bait stations, of their
intention to use PredaSTOP.
The applicant has applied to reassess PredaSTOP to reduce the current 3 km notification
requirement to a requirement to notify any landowner or occupier within a mere 500 metres
of a bait station. This change is motivated by a desire to cut costs and increase profits for the
company:
Connovation noted that there are significant costs associated with the notification
requirements for feral cat control operations. It considers that if the reduction in
notification distance is approved, then there will be a significant reduction in the costs
involved in using PredaSTOP.
-

Application Summary and Submission guidance: reassessment of PredaSTOP (APP202879)

Synopsis of this submission
I wish to submit that Connovation’s application is a cynical attempt to maximise its own
profits while cutting compliance costs, with no regard for the suffering of any cats, feral or
domestic. This company is exploiting the anti-cat hysteria that Gareth Morgan and others of
his ilk have generated, which in turn relies on bogus and discredited “scientific research” to
vilify cats, the vast majority of whom do not kill native birds.
I ask that the Environmental Protection Authority refuse Connovation’s application, extend
the current three kilometre notification requirement to five kilometres immediately, and
undertake forthwith to explore more humane alternatives to the poisoning of ANY feral cats.
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Reasons for denying Connovation’s proposal
1. Cats, domestic and feral, do not catch many native birds
The research that the anti-cat lobby cite is actually dubious.
The published sources that Connovation uses to justify its claims about the predations of feral
cats are a cause for concern. I have not had the time to read all the research that Connovation
has cited in their application, and I suggest that if public consultation is to be taken seriously
more effort needs to be made not only to make this research available to the public, but to
explain it honestly and impartially. For all I know, the claims made by these papers may be
completely specious. Given the behaviour and pronouncements of Connovation, Gareth
Morgan and the anti-cat lobby to date, I am inclined to think the worst of all “research” cited
by Connovation. Clearly this company has a powerful financial interest in swaying public
opinion against cats.
Bob Kerridge’s article in the New Zealand Herald, (1st March 2018) discusses the shonky
science relied on by the anti-cat lobby:
Morgan, like many who follow him, repeatedly quote statistics gleaned from a variety
of sources to support their arguments, most notably in his case the discredited
"Wisconsin Study" funded by the Smithsonian Institution in 2013.
This study claimed free-ranging domestic cats kill 1.4 to 3.7 billion birds annually,
representing 28.5 per cent to 75.5 per cent of the estimated land birds resident in all of
North America which, if true, would equate to the total annihilation of every land bird
in the region.
The "study", which was not a study but a proposal for one which never actually took
place, was authored by researchers with a known anti-cat track record, one of whom
was subsequently convicted for trying to poison cats. Another, when questioned on its
authenticity responded, "[These figures] weren't actual data; that was just our
projection of how it might be."
In Australia, a country not known for its affection for cats, published "research" by a
group of environmental scientists claiming cats were responsible for the deaths of 1
million birds a day, an outrageously rounded figure further exacerbated by the
statement that 99 per cent of those deaths were native birds.
If that were so Australia would be bereft of natives, where in reality only one species
is extinct thanks to some land clearance for human habitation.
In New Zealand the only research that seems to be constantly quoted, and which
features on the Forest & Bird website, states, "A Dunedin study suggests that our 1.4
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million domestic cats kill close to 20 million animals a year, including more than a
million native birds.
In fact this study involved 37 cats that had a prolific history of hunting, representing
only 0.0026 per cent of the total cat population at the time, the sole purpose of the
research being to measure the effect of collars and bells to reduce their hunting habits.
The study was not designed to provide a meaningful projection of the number of prey
caught by companion cats, neither would it be possible to accurately project such a
figure from such a small sampling.
The final example of manipulated research involves the self-appointed National Cat
Management Strategy Group, (NCMSG), whose strategic outcomes include the
extermination of all stray and feral cats in New Zealand, and the education of the
public in understanding the potential impacts of cat predation on our environment. It
will of course come as no surprise that the Morgan Foundation is an active member of
that group.
I am not a scientist or a statistician, but I am observant and I can tell you what I have seen. I
have never seen any cat with a native bird, dead or alive. I have seen cats with plenty of rats
and mice. My family’s first cat killed a stoat and once brought home a live young rabbit,
unharmed. I have watched my neighbours’ cat catch and kill an enormous rat. My ex-feral
cat (Blackie) subsisted on rats, and friends living at the other end of my street recalled seeing
him hunting rats on their property. After he moved into our house he was happy to retire from
hunting. Our petite SPCA adoptee, Dora, has caught numerous tiny field mice, and so far, one
juvenile rat. My partner’s old cat, Ginger, used to bring home carefully selected small twigs,
all of a similar size and shape, which she gifted to her favourite people. A friend’s cat brings
home socks and underwear that he steals from the neighbours’ washing baskets. But most of
all, the cats I have known have hunted rats and mice.
Cats are far more likely to kill rats and mice than birds, because ground-dwelling rodents are
the “low-hanging fruit” – far easier to catch than birds which fly. Feral cats in particular are
disinclined to squander their limited energy going after difficult prey. I observed my own exferal Blackie would not expend any energy he didn’t have to; and it took more than a year to
teach him to play.
In my lifetime, I have had just two cats that have tried and succeeded in catching birds; a
couple of blackbirds, and once (incredibly) a quail. Even when cats do catch birds, their catch
overwhelmingly consists of introduced species such as sparrows and blackbirds, which
source their food on or near the ground. Native birds like tui, waxeyes and fantails are
canopy-dwellers, and seldom if ever descend to ground level; hence their risk of capture by
cats is small.
Cats’ hunting activities in fact help native wildlife: They play a significant part in
controlling the population of rats and stoats, and eradicating cats will result in a population
explosion of rodents, which is going to impact on the eggs and juveniles of all birds, natives
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included. This point seems to have been conveniently forgotten by the people who are now
baying for their blood.

2. Connovation is wrong about the ranging distance of domestic cats
“Connovation considers that the size of the notification area, at 3 km, was derived from
a study that indicated a maximum travel distance of 2.29 km for one of the cats in the
study. It notes that the average distance travelled by all cats in the study was less than
200 m away from home. Citing a number of published, peer-reviewed articles relating
to the distances domestic cats roam from their homes, Connovation concluded that a
500 m notification distance will be sufficient to protect domestic cats.”
-

Application Summary and Submission guidance: reassessment of PredaSTOP (APP202879)

Connovation may cite “published, peer-reviewed articles relating to the distances domestic
cats roam” to support its claims that cats travel on average less than 200m away from their
homes. However, as Bob Kerridge has clearly and unequivocally shown, the anti-cat lobby
has relied on shonky “science” to body forth their agenda.
I have to believe the evidence of my own eyes – sometimes observing my own cat (who lives
at the far end of Freeling Street in Island Bay) travelling along the Parade, in Island Bay, at
least a kilometre away from home. Therefore, Connovation will make this lethal poison
available not only to unfortunate feral cats, but to a great many domestic cats as well.
Let’s consider relative distances here: I walked half a mile (approximately one kilometre)
each way, between my home and my primary school as a five year old. It is to be expected
that any adult cat would easily outstrip a five year old child, and cover at least a kilometre
and very likely more, on his or her daily roving.
There are plenty of stories around of cats being found many kilometres away from home. I’ve
known cats that have been attacked or bullied by others and have fled, become confused, and
wandered for great distances. That is one of the key reasons that microchipping is so vital –
that cats can be reunited with their families

3. The anti-cat lobby has cynically manipulated public opinion
Decisions affecting thousands of cats must be made by the community, after it has been
clearly and honestly informed of all the facts and ethical considerations, and these decisions
should be made with the interests of all New Zealanders at heart, including cat owners.
Bob Kerridge has described how the self-appointed National Cat Management Strategy
Group (NCMSG), brazenly manipulated research and public opinion:
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In an effort to prove they had public support for some of their draconian and
dangerous recommendations, the New Zealand Companion Animal Council, another
member of the group, was commissioned to undertake a survey on the public response
to the proposed management strategy.
The 1016 people involved in the survey were told, prior to being questioned, that
"between 18 and 44 million prey items are killed annually by companion cats".
Armed with this alarming background information, which came from a 2013 research
paper that has subsequently been discredited, the unsuspecting participants were
asked to comment on the proposed solutions offered by the NCMSG to solve the
"problem".
Not surprisingly there was general support for the recommendations, just as the
researchers had planned for.
I am reminded of the old saying on how statistics can be misused. "Some people use
statistics as a drunken man uses a lamp-post – for support rather than illumination."
So when it comes to statistics involving cat predation don't be fooled into believing all
you hear. The sweeping statements currently abounding on this subject, using biased
research to advocate controlling, trapping, and killing cats, is very dangerous and will
result in the unnecessary death of many thousands of innocent felines, maybe even
your own.

4. Connovation ignores the public interest and vital ethical and humane
considerations
As Bob Kerridge noted in his article in the Herald, environmental lobbyists and local
authorities are not considering the moral and ethical implications of their claims.
Cats are different from rats, stoats and mice.
Cats were brought to New Zealand by us humans, they have served us faithfully for
generations as ratters and mousers, and they have been loving members of our families.
Connovation is directly and wantonly threatening much-loved family members when they
threaten cats. And feral cats are only feral because we let them down and abandoned them;
they didn't choose their “lifestyles.”

SUBMISSION 127143
Reference 133

5. Connovation is going to kill my cats
Meet Blackie. Don’t let his grumpy appearance fool you. He is the sweetest, most loving cat
you could wish for. He was a feral cat, introduced to me by another feral cat I was caring for
(Luna). He lives at my house now.

Here is Blackie soon after he came inside the house for the first time; he was emaciated, cold,
starving, flea-infested and his belly was distended with worms. His paws were swollen and
had cuts and abrasions because of the long distances he walked daily. He was covered in
scars from fighting with other toms. His natural fear of humans was conquered in the end by
his hunger, and his love of warmth. A three-bar heater and a bag of Turkey Temptations won
him over.
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Blackie after being fed, neutered, treated for fleas and worms, and loved. On his first visit to
the vet five people were needed to hold him down, and he had to go into the crush cage. Yet
he never bit or scratched anyone; he just struggled. He had to be taught how to meow and
how to play. Now he’s a big goofball. When he goes to the vet he is just like any other pet
cat. In fact, he’s probably the gentlest cat I’ve ever cared for.
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Think about that. Every cat that Connovation kills is another Blackie.

I have been taking care of two other feral cats, Casper and Luna, since early 2015, and
although my efforts to trap them have so far been unsuccessful, I have done a lot to take them
out of the food chain, with daily feeding. Am I supposed to just accept that they will probably
be poisoned now? Blackie, my old ex-feral, has feline friends all over the neighbourhood.
Feral cats are very social with other cats. He's good at picking locks so even when I lock him
in, he'll be out that cat door and away, and as he's always up for an easy meal, he will very
likely be poisoned.

6. Availability of an antidote is not a solution
Connovation talks of an antidote, but anyone who knows cats will also know that a sick cat
usually hides, curls up somewhere and tries to sleep off the sickness; they don’t struggle
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home and ask their people for help. Antidotes are not a solution. Most poisoned cats will
never get the antidote.

7. There are other, more sinister threats to native birdlife…
…Which are currently being mostly ignored, because they don’t offer an easy and
charismatic target for hatred and abuse that cats do. For example:
Habitat loss - which is all down to the expansionist ambitions of humans everywhere; and
Wasps - both common and German wasps. These prey not only on honey bees, decimating
up to a third of beekeepers’ hives, but also attack the hatchlings and nestlings of native birds.
They feed voraciously on the native scale insects in beech honeydew forests in the South
Island, destroying much of the food source of native birds such as the rifleman, fantail,
whitehead, and the endangered yellowhead. (“Killers on the Wing”, The NZ Listener, 28th
April 2018) There are a million hectares of honeydew beech forest in the South Island, and
this forest harbours the highest known density of wasps in the world. Wasps which kill
juvenile native birds and steal the food of many more native birds, yet this situation is
allowed to continue.

8. Closing remarks
Native birds have made an amazing recovery without the need for cats to be locked up inside
houses 24/7; there are plenty of reasons for that, including the reduction in numbers of rats,
possums and stoats, also the recovery of native forest.
There have to be better, more humane ways of dealing with feral cats; certainly there are
people around who know how to handle these cats. All they need is the funding and support
to do what they do best. Currently the funding is there, but it is going to poison merchants.
I would prefer to see all poisoning of cats stop, and other arrangements be made for dealing
with feral cats. If Connovation is allowed to continue killing cats, then at the very least, the
boundary protecting households from unnotified poison drops should be extended out to 5km,
rather than the current 3km boundary.
Bob Kerridge quotes William Lynn, research scientist in ethics and public policy at Clarke
University, and I can think of nothing more appropriate to close with: "As an ethicist I care
about both native wildlife and cats. It is time to stop blaming the victim, face up to our own
culpability and seek to 'rewild' our world with an eye to the ethics of our action. There is no
justification for a war on outdoor cats, feral or otherwise, based on shaky science and an
absence of ethical reasoning."

