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SUBMISSION FORM
For Hazardous Substance and New Organism Applications

Once you have completed this form
Send by post to: Environmental Protection Authority, Private Bag 63002, Wellington 6140
OR email to: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Once your submission has been received the submission becomes a public document and may be made
publicly available to anyone who requests it. You may request that your contact details be kept
confidential, but your name, organisation and your submission itself will become a public document.
Submission on application
number:
Name of submitter or contact for
joint submission:
Organisation name
(if on behalf of an organisation):

APP 202804
Bruce Easton
RMS New Zealand Ltd

Postal address:

Telephone number:
Email:
I wish to keep my contact details confidential
The EPA will deal with any personal information you supply in your submission in accordance with the Privacy Act
1993. We will use your contact details for the purposes of processing the application that it relates to (or in
exceptional situations for other reasons permitted under the Privacy Act 1993). Where your submission is made
publicly available, your contact details will be removed only if you have indicated this as your preference in the tick
box above. We may also use your contact details for the purpose of requesting your participation in customer
surveys.
The EPA is likely to post your submission on its website at www.epa.govt.nz. We also may make your submission
available in response to a request under the Official Information Act 1982.

www.epa.govt.nz
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Submission Form

I support the application
I oppose the application
I neither support or oppose the application
The reasons for making my submission are1: (further information can be appended to your submission, see
footnote).
Please refer to the attached PDF document

All submissions are taken into account by the decision makers. In addition, please indicate whether or not you also
wish to speak at a hearing if one is held.
I wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you can speak at the hearing)
I do not wish to be heard in support of my submission (this means that you cannot speak at the hearing)
If neither box is ticked, it will be assumed you do not wish to appear at a hearing.

I wish for the EPA to make the following decision:
Approve the application

1

Further information can be appended to your submission, if you are sending this submission electronically and attaching a file we accept the
following formats – Microsoft Word, Text, PDF, ZIP, JPEG and JPG. The file must be not more than 8Mb.
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Environmental Protection Authority
By email: submissions@epa.govt.nz

Approval to import ethanedinitrile (EDN), a fumigant for use on
timber/logs under commercial conditions.

Draslovka, a Czech-based firm, has applied1 for approval to register and import ethanedinitrile
(EDN) into New Zealand as an alternative to the fumigant methyl bromide which is used for export
logs and timber at New Zealand ports.

1

https://www.epa.govt.nz/assets/FileAPI/hsno-ar/APP202804/EDN-Application-form-27-2-2018.pdf
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Background:
1. RMS New Zealand Ltd is a wholly owned subsidiary of Resource Management
Service LLC, domiciled in the USA. Our business is to invest and directly
manage sustainable plantation timberlands. RMS currently has US$4.4 billion
of plantation assets under management in the US, Brazil, China, Australia and
New Zealand. 100% of our global timberlands are certified to recognized third
party standards. RMS currently exports softwood plantation logs from New
Zealand to customers in the pan Asian Markets.
2. RMS invests in the research and development of the NZ forest sector through
the Forest Growers Levy Trust. We continually seek to advance the
management practices of the plantation forest industry in the best interests of
the industry and our nation.

Trade Context:
3. As with all our primary sectors New Zealand relies heavily on export trade.
Over the past 2 decades approximately two thirds of the annual harvest have
been destined for these export markets, either as logs, or some form of primary
and secondary processing.
4. To the June Year 2017 >18 million m3 of logs were exported valued at NZ $2.7
billion. These trade levels are expected to grow incrementally over the next
decade.
5. The critical long-term log markets of both China and India require logs to be
fumigated in NZ in order to obtain an export phytosanitary certificate. There are
currently three treatment options, two involving gaseous applications: Methyl
Bromide (MBR) and Phosphine and, thirdly, through mechanical debarking.
a. For China: Phosphine dominates at circa 75%, mechanical debarking
approx 5% and Methyl Bromide (MBR) account for the remaining 20% of
log exports of approx 2.4 million m3 at NZ$360 million in trade value.
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b. For India: MBR - 100% of log exports. 1.9 million m3 at NZ $272 million in
trade value. MBR is currently the only treatment accepted by India.
6. Our trading partners determine what treatments are required for logs exported
from New Zealand. New Zealand needs to continue to use MBR until suitable
alternative phytosanitary treatments for our logs are found that are
environmentally, technically and economically feasible and accepted by our
trading partners.
7. In 2011 a NZ business cluster known as Stakeholders in Methyl Bromide
Reduction (STIMBR) was formed. Since this time it has led a research
programme investing over NZ $22 million seeking alternative phytosanitary
treatments to MBR inclusive of treatments, tools and technologies to reduce
MBR emissions. When the EPA formulated the controls included in the 2010
Reassessment the expectation was that several alternative fumigants would be
available by 2020, however only one has emerged – EDN.
8. Draslovka’s application to the NZ EPA indicates that EDN can be used for
fumigation where average daily temperatures fall below 10oC (the limit for
methyl bromide) and that EDN also controls a more diverse range of pathogens
which is considered advantageous.

Our Submission:
9. RMS strongly supports the application from Draslovka, the manufacturer
seeking approval to import EDN for use on logs and timber in New Zealand.
10. The submitter does not wish to be heard in support of its submission.
11. RMS is happy for this submission to be made public.

Bruce Easton
RMS New Zealand Ltd

3

